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ROBERT W. LOUGHERY: REBEL EDITOR
by Max S. Lale

The owner-editor of the Marshall Texas Republican contemplated
his future, on a day in February 1861, and found it good. By an overwhelming vote of 866 to 44, his readers and neighbors in Harrison
County had votcd with a majority of other Texans to dissolve their
bonds with thc United States of America in the ultimate exercise of
states' rights. And states' rights was the fundamental tenet on which
R. W. Loughery had based his entry into Texas journalism fourteen

years earlier.
Loughery had reason for satisfaction. In Washington City, the
Marshall man whom he had aided substantially in his elevation to the
Unitcd States Scnatc was "giving 'em hell" long before another firebrand made thc phrasc famous. Louis Trezevant Wigfall quite apparently was destined for big things in the confederacy now aborning. In
Austin, a constitutionalist governor had become anathema to a large
fraction of the people he had helped liberate from Mexican rule, and
another Marshall man, though he had bccn elected lieutenant governor
as an independent on Sam Houston's ticket, was standing in the wings,
awaiting his cue. Edward Clark would remember his~and Loughcry's
-home town.
For a young man who had arrivcd in Marshall virtually penniless
in 1849,' it had been a rapid rise. By 1860, Loughery had become a
citizen of some substance and was a voice to be reckoned with in Texas
politics. Census data show him to have been possessed in that year of
$4,000 worth of real property, along with personal property, including
two slavcs, worth $7,500.' Already he had received flattering credit
around the state for his role in the election of yet another fellow townsman, James Pinckney Henderson, to the United States Senate."
Standing shoulder to shoulder with Loughery-and sharing the
euphoria of a victory won-werc collcagues who had fought for states'
rights and Democratic doctrine, perhaps most notably among them
anothcr Northeast Texas editor, Charles DeMorse of the Clarksville
Northern Standard. who would become known in history as "the father
of the Texas Dcmocratic Party.'"
By what path had Loughery reached his position of prominence?
In the first place it should be remembered that mass communication in
the period meant simply newspapers supplemented by a few periodicals
and, in the homes of the affluent and literate, the works of such writers
as Sir Walter Scott and other novelists. In the South, Uncle Tom's
Cabin was not the happiest example of the latter, though it elevated
Max S. LaIe lives in Marshall, Texas. He is a past president of the Association.
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blood pressure levels and undoubtedly was one of the Marshall editor's
most helpful allies.; Too, the press was largely a personal, not an
institutionalized element of society, inasmuch as readers tended to read
an editor, not a newspaper. Indeed, many read only their local weekly
newspaper. One student has declared that "Southerners learned from
newspapers virtually everything they knew of events outside their own
communities. Thus, the way in which news was selected and interpreted
exerted a tremendous influence in molding the viewpoints of Southerners
on many subjects."" It is not too much to say that the newspapers of
1860 had a virtual monopoly on news distribution, as the same student
has written.
As to the how of Loughery's rise to prominence, the answer is
easy. Born February 2, 1820, in Nashville to Irish immigrant parents
but bereft of both parents by the time he was ten years old, he studied
briefly at St. Thomas Academy and St. Joseph's College in Bardstown,
Kentucky, then learned the printer's trade, in which he developed a
taste for literature and a talent for composition. Totally upon his own
resources at 16, he migrated to Louisiana and in 1840 commenced the
publication of a newspaper at Monroe which he continued until 1846.'
In April 1847 he became editor of the Jefferson, Texas, Democrat,
a paper started by W. N. Bishop. Two years later he became associated
with Judge Trenton A. Patillo in the publication of the Texas Republican
in Marshall. Loughery bought the paper in 1851' and in 1857 associated himself with A. D. McCutcheson, who had started the Daily Times,
a "rabid secession paper" in Jefferson which he eventually bought also.
Loughery merged the two papers in June 1869, discontinuing their
publication in 1872. He started the Galveston Times in 1874, and, in
succession, the Marshall Tri-Weekly Herald and the Jefferson Democrat
in April 1875 and August 1880. He later worked on the Austin Statesman, and, in 1883, wrote his last editorial for the Shreveport Standard.
In 1885 he was appointed U. S. consul at Acapulco, Mexico. At the
end of his term of office he returned to Marshall, where he continued to
live until his death in 1894: He is buried in Marshall Cemetery."
These are the bare bones of a career whose impact on Texas politics
has absorbed journalists and students of Texas history for many years.
Fittingly, his principal legacy is the fading files of his newspapers, though
a few tangible evidences remain: his gravcsite, a house at 206 East
Fannin in Marshall in which he is said once to have lived, a collection of
family photographs in Dallas," and his name on a number of deed
records in the office of the Harrison County clerk in Marshall."
Looking back, it had been a long pull from the day in May 1849
when, in the first issue of the Texas Republican, Loughery announced
that his paper was Democratic and that he fully appreciated "the institutions of the South"-meaning slavery, of course-and was one of
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those who believed that "their perpetuity depends on a candid rebuke
of any attempted encroachment upon them."" It was a position which
appealed to the economic instincts of the planter class, if not always
to the political instincts of his constituency, and it was one from which
Loughery never deviated in his militancy, That he chose his ground
carefully is evidenced by the fact that a year earlier, during the heated
campaign of 1848, Whigs had campaigned actively in Harrison County,
even establishing a paper, the Star State Patriot, which achieved a circulation of 600. In that election the Whigs polled 48.9 percent of the
vote," Obviously Loughery had gambled heavily on his reading of a
future for the Democratic Party in the county.
Later, John W. Barrett would challenge Loughery with the Harrison County Flag, a conservative journal, only to see the election of
Abraham Lincoln scuttle any hopes he had for dominance in the Harrison County newspaper market. These hopes had been sustained by the
fact that in 1860 the Flag held a circulation lead over the Republican,"
Their failure was legitimated after the Civil War when W, G. (Billy)
Barrett, son of the founder of the Flag, signed a mortgage to Loughery
for $633.27 for the power press "upon which the Harrison Flag newspaper is at present printed," acknowledging a debt to Loughery in that
amount for "certain printing materials including the power press."u
Not only had it been a long pull from 1849 to 1861, for Loughery
it not always had been a successful one. He had opposed the Compromise of 1850, declaring that "It is such a compromise as the wolf dictates
to the lamb,"" Five months later he wrote that "with the bribe of ten
million dollars in one hand and the sword in the other, our free soil
government has plotted to dismember Texas, and to convert a part of
her domain devoted to slavery into free soil territory."" It made good
reading for a portion of the Harrison County population, but Loughery's
blasts did not, of course, alter the course of events,
In addition to the Compromise of 1850, Loughery also bitterly
opposed the rise of the American Party in 1855, only to suffer the acute
embarrassment of having to report that a fellow townsman, Lemuel
Dale Evans, had been elected to the United States House of Representatives with Know-Nothing support, Evans denied that he was an advocate of the Know-Nothings, but, needless to say, their votes counted in
the nineteenth century equivalent of what we call the "one man, one

vote" principle, Loughery countered that a "good source" had declared
Evans to be a member of the Marshall Know-Nothing council who had
withdrawn in order to state truthfully that he was not a member of any
secret

socicty.l~

The good source, according to one student, was Josiah

Marshall, the Whig editor of the Marshall Meridian, who had switched
to the Know-Nothings, In a letter published in the Texas Republican,
Marshall denied he had said that Evans' name could be found on the
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books of the Know-Nothings, but rather that he had no doubts Evans
was a member. en Loughery remained unconvinced, and the humiliation

lingered.
The Know-Nothing fight offers a good insight into both Loughery's
political posture and the invective with which he attacked his political
enemies. Know-Nothings, he wrote, were "the old, wrinked castc of
prostitutes of party, with no more pretension to piety than an unrepentant Magdalen."" Evans' election did, moreover, provide Loughery
with a continuing target for his scorn and ridicule. Noting that "Han.
L. D. Evans sends us a pamphlet copy of his speech on The Foreign
Policy of the United States,' delivered in the U. S. House of Representatives on the 24th of July 1856 and printed at the office of the American
Organ in Washington, Loughery commented that
It is perhaps one of the longest Congressional speeches ever
published. It would occupy about thirty or thirty-five columns
of our paper. If our contemporary of the Rusk Enquirer
should undertake the task of republishing it, it will take him
about six weeks to get through with it. We have filed it among
the archives."
Even the elements seemed at times to conspire against the fiery
Irishman. Writing plaintively in late December 1858, he observed that
extreme cold weather and sickness in the office had forced the Republican to miss its previous week's issue. "'OUf paper froze iDto a solid
mass, and it was impossible to work," he wrote, adding that because
of continuing illness the next number might be missed as well, but "Since
it is Christmas week we trust that we shall be excused.""
Such episodes of self-pity seldom diluted Loughery's anger at
Yankee abolitionists, Northern politicians and anti-Democrats, however.
"From 1850 to 1860, there was hardly an issue of the Texas Republican

that did not place in glaring headlines some new 'aggression'," one
student has written." The final opportunity for rebellious rhetoric
came as Harrison County awaited the presidential election results in
1860. Loughery wrote that the great question agitating the public mind
was the alternative to a possible election of Lincoln. The gen~ral sentiment in Texas inasfar as he could determine it was against sdbmission
to "a Black Republican administration ... Such a submission, in our
judgment, involves the loss of everything, and if consumated will end
in the prostration of the Southern States," he declared."

Given the inherent conflict in their political views, it is not surprising that Loughery's greatest personal highs and lows were the reciprocal
of Sam Houston's triumphs and defeats. If alone for the venom with
which Louis T. Wigfall attacked Houston, this would have been adequate
reason for Loughery to support his fellow townsman, but of course their
views coincided as if they had been cut from the same template. Perhaps
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Loughery's greatest satisfaction, then, was the humiliation Houston
suffered when Edward Clark occupied the chair to which the old warrior
had been elected. With a tone of self-righteousness, Loughery commented that
We have received a copy of the last pronunciamento of Gov.
Houston. It is a whining and pitiful document. He evidently
hopes to obtain some sympathy for himself by raising the cry
of persecution and endeavors to make his outrageous obstinancy appear dignified firmness and a desire to uphold the
rights of the people. Gen. Houston has in days gone by been
honored and admired by the people of Texas; bis sun has now
set forever amid the righteous indignation of tbe people whom
he fain would betray into the hands of their enemies. Thus
perish all traitors P ~

Happily, Loughery thus could kill two birds with one stone when he
could comment favorably of Wigfall, as he did often. Typical was his
observation a few weeks later, in April 1861:
Some twelve years have elapsed since first we placed our feet
on Texas soil, and inhaled its dry, salubrious atmosphere. The
three bright particular stars were Houston, Rusk and Henderson. The first still lingers on the stage, though he has heard
the prompter's signal to retire. The last two have gone to
their final account, and their lives are rapidly fading from the
memory of man. At that time Louis T. Wigfall was struggling
hard and with scant apparent hope of success, to ascend the
political ladder on his Southern Rights doctrine. But now how
things are changed; he stands confessed the first orator and
statesman in Texas, and among the first in the Confederate
States. "

Loughery did not hesitate to aim his barbs closer to home than
the aging hero of San Jacinto, however. Writing shortly after the election
of W. T. Scott, Gil McKay, Alexander Pope and W. B. Ochiltree as
Harrison County delegates to the state secession convention, he noted
that John W. Barrett, the editor of the Harrison Flag. had called it a
"bogus election,"

'''Nineteen-twentieths of our population are for

immediate secession. Persons abroad may be deceived by the Flag. At
home, where the facts are known, such articles can awaken no other
feeling but that of surprise and mortification," Loughery declared."
More critical to Loughery's success than his political adventures,
however, were the kind of everyday, bread and butter positions with

which every publisher is familiar. He indulged in the blatant boosterism
which nineteenth century newspapermen felt incumbent on themselves
before the invention of the chamber of commerce. He fought for lower
freight rates on river cargo via the Caddo Lake system through snag

removal and channel clearing. He campaigned for improved mail ;md
stage service between Marshall and Austin. He supported a toll plank
road connecting with Shreveport. He exulted in the first incursion into
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Texas, at Marshall, of the "magnetic telegraph."" In the first issue of
the Republican, in 1849, Loughery was plugging the construction of "a
railroad from the Lake [Caddo] to some convenient and healthy point,
say Marshall."'" He became a stockholder in just such a railroad, the
Southern Pacific-neither a financial nor an engineering success, but

an operating railroad nevertheless-and by 1861 had become a member
of its board." All of these efforts wcre intended, of course, to promote
the economy of the county, earning him the gratitude of planters, merchants, attorneys and other professionals of whatever political
persuasion.
Less clear than the "how" of Loughery's success, nntil recent years,
has been the full dimensions of his influence. Given the county's vote
for secession, the author would like to believe, as a former ink-stained
wretch himself, that Loughery's brilliance, his acerbic wit, and his neverfaltering support of southern rights and Democratic doctrinc had created
a monolithic constituency over the years which enlisted solidly under
his device, excepting only the miserable 44 who refused to see the light.
This is the kind of influence newspapermen like to believe flows inevitably from their pontifications. However, until later scholarship proved
otherwise," I had only my professional cynicism to temper this rosy
view. Consider the following:
- The crisis of 1850, carrying over into 1851, resulted in a "sizeable minority" vote for local candidates whom Loughery labeled
unpatriotic and "submissionist.
"33

- Two years later, William B. Ochiltree, a well known Whig,
polled 416 votes for governor, compared to 234 for E. M. Pease, the
Democratic candidate, in a face in which Unionist Democrat Lemuel

D. Evans also received 206 votes. Two of the county's three successful
candidates for the legislature, M. J. Hall and George W. Whitmore,
had previous Opposition connections.
34

- In 1855, Evans, the county's leading Unionist Democrat,
received 63.1 percent of the county's vote in his successful bid for a
seat in the Congress, as previously noted. 3 '

-

In 1858, partisanship reached such levels that there was a full-

scale contest between Democratic and Know-Nothings for control of
county government. In the election, the Opposition won every seat

except that of tax assessor-collector, prompting Loughery to write that
all "love of country" and "patriotism" were dead in the States Rights,
Southern Rights county of Harrison.'c,

- With a surging Republican Party threatening to gain office
without conservative Southern votes, Loughery wrote in 1860 that "The
South will fight, and ought to fight, rather than purchase peace at the
price of honor.""' Still, a few including Josiah Marshall, John W. Barrett
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and State Representative George W. Whitmore said publicly that the
simple fact of Lincoln's election would be no cause for resistance by
the South."
From an intensive study of voting patterns prior to the war, it
has been determined that the Opposition in Harrison County was a
solid, stable and enduring fraction of the electorate. It was one, in
fact, which survived the war and was willing to speak out for a conservative approach to reconstruction.'" For this fact, at least in part,
credit must be given to John W. Barrett, his son William G. (Billy)
Barrett, and Josiah Marshall-as credit also must be granted to Loughery that he eventually triumphed in his advocacy of Southern Rights in
national affairs.
Some of the surprise over these findings results from a misinterpretation of an analysis made more than half a century ago. In his master's
thesis on Harrison County history, James Curtis Armstrong termed
Loughery "the champion of the planter class."" Certainly this is a
true statement as it stands. Loughery advocated slavery and the plantation system, by which planters had become wealthy or hoped to do so.
But it does not follow that all those who possessed wealth or aspired
to it necessarily supported Loughery's militant advocacy of secession
as the system's ultimate protection. As one example, only, Josiah
Marshall, a lawyer with extensive agricultural and industrial holdings
but a Constitutional Unionist nevertheless, was worth $30,000 in real
property and $30,000 in personal property, including sixty slaves."
Loughery benefitted from an element of luck, too, along with his
brilliant pen and Hibernian courage. With the split in the Democratic
Party in l860-and as it became apparent that the hated Republicans
might indeed elect an abolitionist government-the Opposition fraction's
position in Harrison County became difficult if not untenable. Its
spokesmen did not attack slavery during the campaign, and they offered
no indication that violations of "Southern Rights" would be considered
tolerable." Josiah Marshall, by now interim editor of the Flag, blamed
the approaching storm on "Vandal hordes" in the North and "Fiery
dragons" [read Loughery and others] in the South and warned that the
burdens of conflict would fall on "the great conservative mass who constituted a majority in both sections ... These are the parties," he said,
"to fight all, pay all, and be ruined.""
Luck, yes. But then Loughery had, indeed, selected his ground
twelve years earlier and had defended it ever and always. He held his
followers together, with assistance from believers like Henderson and
Wigfall, until Democratic doctrine was put to the test by Lincoln's
election. As has been written, there were 159 more votes cast in the
election of 1860 than in the balloting for secession, leading to the conclusion that these missing voters did not bother to participate when
H
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the outcome was certain. "Perhaps ... although unwilling to vote
against secession, these individuals were not moved to support it,
either."'"
Herein may lie the answer to the question of Loughery's influence.
Success in politics, both for professionals and amateurs, is measured by
the final vote. Adherents must be kept in line, the opposition must be
discouraged, the decisive vote must be cast. It is the old story of "saints"
and "sinners" and organization for battle. In this it cannot be argued
that Loughery was unsuccessful, as measured by the vote of 866 to 44
by which his journalistic constituency registered its support. One historian has written that "voting against secession was clearly futile in
Harrison County."H

These, then, were Loughery's glory years, 1849 to 1861, but they
by no means were the end of his passion for public affairs. Throughout
the war, his position was unchanging. He entertained no doubt, early
on, that Texans would rally to Confederate arms." Even after First
Mannassas, he was calling for more aggressive action," declaring that
"The destruction of Harrisburg, Philadelphia, and Zanesville, Columbus
and Cincinnati, and laying waste to all that portion of Pennsylvania
and Ohio contiguous to Virginia would bring the Lincolnites to their
senses." As Lee moved toward his bloody day at Sharpsburg, Loughery
declared that "at no period of the war has the Confederate cause looked
so bright as it does now.'''' Even in the dark days which enveloped
the Confederacy during the winter of 1864-65, Loughery's faith never
wavered, at least publicly. In his issue for October 14, 1864, he wrote
that "Peace, when it comes, must be a settlement on our own terms,"
and one week later he declared that "Our success is only a question of
time."·'o Even after the surrender of Lee and Johnston, Loughery maintained that Kirby Smith could sustain the fantasy of a Confederacy
based in a Texas redoubt."
Loughery did not limit his advocacy to personalities and events
safely distant, however. At home he urged residents to remove blankets
from their own beds for Harrison County troops facing a winter in
Missouri without blankets. He took the lead in organizing relief committees for the needy families of servicemen. He sought to shame those
who preferred specie to Confederate currency. He reported at length
on the experiences of Harrison County soldiers in distant theaters, and
he printed their letters at home whenever he could get his hands on
them. He kept his chin up when undoubtedly it would have been only
human, and much easier, to let it sag." Perhaps most notably was this
the case when on January 1, 1864, in a gesture of bravado aimed at
Mr. Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, he bought a IO-year-old
black boy from L. R. Witt, giving his note for $425." In this he set
the example for, or perhaps anticipated, a similar gesture by his hero,
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Wigfall, who in the spring of 1864 converted $1,000 in gold to Confederate notes, a patriotic gesture which some of his friends thought
rather foolish that late in the war.·"
The war years were a time of difficulty and tribulation. Although
he did not forsake his newspaper for active campaigning, as his colleague
Charles DeMorse did to become colonel of the 29th Texas Cavalry,'"
Loughery's son R. W. Jr., enlisted early and never left the army until
the end of hostilities.'''' The senior Loughery thereby lost a competent
printer whose absence he never would redeem. Materials, particularly

paper and ink, became increasingly scarce as the war progressed,
eventually forcing Loughery to suspend publication with the issue of
July 25, 1863. Prices rose sharply, and money became almost worthless. Yet Loughery's enthusiasm never flagged. In "A Bow Editorial"
with which he reintroduced the Republican in Vol. XVI, No.1, on
September 24, 1864, Loughery wrote that "We start with a small paper
[two five-column pages], but if we succeed in our arrangements in
getting a supply of printing paper through Mexico, of which there is a
flattering prospect, we shall double its present size." He did comment,
however, that '''We are very much in need of two, intelligent, good
printers to assist us in carrying on our business ... we have thought it
our duty, first to make an effort to obtain as such discharged soldiers,
or persons not liable to conscription. But assistance we must have, and
that quickly."
To his credit, Loughery acquiesced with grace to the ultimate
defeat, joining DeMorse in advocating a peaceful acceptance of the
outcome,"' and urging cooperation with the requirements for what
became known as presidential reconstruction." Marshall was occupied
in mid-June 1865 by troops of the Eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
commanded by a Lt. Col. Wheaton.'" Shortly thereafter, on June 19,
the citizens of Harrison County were called to meet in the Republican
offices to consider how best the citizens might conduct themselves under
military rule. A committee of fifteen was appointed and subsequently
drafted a lengthy "resolution" which included the following points: 1.
that the citizens recognized the war as over and sought good feeling as
well as good order; 2. that United States troops could expect nothing
but kindness and courtesy from the citizens; 3. that the people were
pleased with the "courteous bearing" of Colonel Wheaton; and 4. that
all citizens, north and south, should work to make the government of
the United States acceptable to all."" This meeting was followed, on
June 23, by an editorial in which Loughery wrote that
Every sensible man must see the necessity of establishing good
feelings between the officers and soldiers sent here, and the
citizens of the county. These officers and soldiers may imagine
that we desire to revive the war, and that the spirit of insubordination is rife in the land. In the treatment they are receiv-
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ing, and will continue to receive, they will learn that such an
opinion has no just foundation. They will go out from us, we
trust, friends, instead of enemies; hereafter, political allies

instead of adversaries. These results are imporlant 10 us and
scarcely less so to Ihem.
In respect to Loughery's and the public's acceptance of the war's
oulcome, it is clearly significanl Ihat Loughery and his political
opponents of Ihe Flag endorsed Ihe conservative ticket in the first statewide elections held under the new state constitution."' And the two
sometime journalistic enemies both sought ways to defeat the constitutional convention demanded when military reconstruction overturned

the existing governments in Texas."' Again luck held a hand at the
table, as far as Loughery was concerned. Congressional Reconstruction
in Harrison COUnly marked a more thorough destruction of the Opposition in terms of both leadership and popular support than did the war
itself. The Tri-Weekly Herald, Loughery's post-war newspaper in
Marshall, boasted in 1875 that the Democratic Party had combined
"all that was good and sure in the Democratic and Whig organizations
in antebellum times. ,,,,a
Loughery was a survivor, and by surviving he proved the old adage
that politicians must be reelected if they aspire to become statesmen.
By surviving he retained his voice and his influence.

NOTES

lIn the census of 1850, Loughery was shown to own no real or personal
property; Randolph Campbell, "Planters and Plain Folk: Harrison County,
Texas, as a Test Case, 1850-1860," The Journal of Southern Hisrory, Vol. XL,
No.3, August 1974, page 394.
2Campbell, "Planters and Plain Folk," 396.
3The Encyclopedia of the New West, (Marshall, 1881), 501-502.
'The Handhook of Texas, I, (Austin, 1952), 489.
"As late as 1911, 46 years after the conflict, the bitterness which this work
created was unabated. It was reported in a Marshall newspaper that at the
regular meeting of Confederate veterans on April 2, Commander W. W. Heartsill
called attention to "the reliable rumor" that the school library had books in it
which were obnoxious to all Southerners. Among these, he commented, was
Uncle Tom's Cabin, "A book that has been denounced by every Southern state
and discarded from all reputable libraries as a tissue of misrepresentation and
falsehood on the Southern people." Heartsill was the author of the classic war
journal, Fourteen Hundred and 91 Day.~ in the Confederate Army. As reprinted
in the "Decades Ago" column of the Marshall News Messenger, April 3, 1981.
"Donald E. Reynolds, Editors Make War: Southern Newspapers in the
Secession Crisis, (Nashville, 1970), vii (quotation); 5, Introduction.
lThis is the outline of his early years given in The Encyclopedia of the New
West. Curiously, it sheds no light on how or by whom he was supported from
age 10 until he migrated to New Orleans as a 16-year-old. The implication is
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that he learned the printer's trade between 16 and 20, when he presumably began
his own paper at Monroe. However, John Geddie, a Marshall, Dallas and Washington newspaperman who has done considerable investigation of the Loughery
career in addition to writing a number of books of current history, believes it is
more logical that Loughery's first newspaper experien'ce was in Monroe. This,
he points out, conforms with the obituary written by W. A. Adair, publisher of
the Marshall Evening Me.~senger, at Loughery's death on March 26, 1894. Letter,
Geddie to Mrs. Inez Hughes, director of the Harrison County Historical Museum,
undated but received at the museum August 21, 1970.
"Loughery gave Patillo his note for $1,251.92, payable in two annual installments; Book I, 460, Deed Records of Harrison County.
DThe Handbook of Texas, I, 489.
lOMax S. LaIe, Marshall Cemetery, Marshall. Texas, published by the Mar·
shall Cemetery Association in cooperation with Port Caddo Press, Marshall, 1975,
70.
"Letter, Vicki Stubbs to author, Dallas County Heritage Society, Dallas,
June 5. 1978.
12In addition to business property and his home, Loughery also invested in
Marshall city lots which he liquidated after the Civil War. In August 1860, from
Governor-ta-be Pendleton Murrah and W. R. D. Ward, he bought Lot 6, Block
57, Original Townsite, giving notes for $750 to each for land on which he established his print shop and which he later sold to William Umbdenstock, a Republican postmaster in Marshall after the war. The site is now occupied by the
Harrison County Courthouse; Book T, page 30, Deed Records of Harrison
County. This property brought $2,000 in cash on Ianuary 10, 1871, when Umbdenstock bought it as the site for his new home, at the time the most elabor;:tte ever
built in Marshall; Book X, page 34, Deed Records of Harrison County. The
author has been unable to discover the record of Loughery's purchase Qf his
home or home site. This property, "known as our former residence," he sold on
May 10, 1872, to B. H. Epperson, for $2,500; Book Y, page 572, Deed Records
of Harrison County. At the northeast comer of Houston and Lafayette in downtown Marshall, the site is now occupied by the Wilson Building.
13May 26, 1849.
llRandolph Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus;
Harrison County, Texas, 185Q.-1880," Civil War History, Vol. XXVI, No. III,
(September 1980), 200.
1.OIames Curtis Armstrong, unpublished master's thesis, "The History of
Harrison County, Texas, 1839 to ]880," University of Colorado, 1930, 124.
16July 1, 1869, Book VI, page 855, Reed Records of Harrison County.
lTIune 30, 1850.
HNovember 16, 1850.
"Wayman L. McClellan, "1855: The Know-Nothing Challenge in East
Texas," East Texas Historical Journal, Vol. XII, No. II, Fall 1974, 34.
lOMcClelIan, "1855: The Know Nothing Challenge in East Texas," 34, 35.
1
2 McClelIan,
"1855: The Know Nothing Challenge in East Texas." 37,
DeMorse, in the Northern Standard, was somewhat more temporate. He wrote,
on May 17, 1856, that he was "unequivocally and unswervingly Democratic and
opposed to all ultraism, including Know-Nothingism."

""Reprinted by the Marshall News Messenger in its "Yesteryear" column,
December 14, 1959.
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reprint is in the author's scrapbook.

2<Armstrong, "The History of Harrison County," 133.

HArmstrong, "The History of Harrison County," 139.
26Reprinted in the Marshall News Messenger's "Marshall, C.S.A.... 1861"

column, a Civil War centennial feature, March 26, 1961.
2H<Marshall, C.S.A.," April 1, 1961.
2"At an election held February 23, 1861, M. J. Hall, an early Opposition
member, though he was one of the couoty's richest men and largest slaveholders,
was elected a delegate to succeed Ochiltree, who was elected a Texas delegate
to the Confederate Congress, and E.H. Baxter was elected to succeed Pope,
resigned.
""Marshall Texas Republican, passim, 1849 to 1861.
lOMay 26, 1849,
g'Armstrong, "The History of Harrison County," op, cit" 178. Other direc·
tors were Alexander Pope, Pendleton Murrah, G. G. Gregg, J.S. Holman, Benjamin Long, J. H. Waskom and George B. Atkins of Harrison County.
J2Randolph Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus,"
273.
3lRandolph Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus,"
223.
3ORandolph Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus,"
224. Hall owned 14 slaves in 1850, and in 1860 was worth $'94,425 in real and
personal property, including 34 slaves; Randolph Campbell, "Planters and Plain
Folk," 393 and 396. Whitmore, a state representative in 1860, opposed secession
and became the target of a bitter campaign seeking his removal from office. He
later was elected to the U. S. House of Representatives from Smith County.
~~Randolph Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus,"
227.
~.6Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus," 228.
311'Marshall, C.S,A.," 229.
u"Marshall. C.S.A.," 229.
39"Marshal1, C.S.A,," 229.
tij<'Marshall, C.S.A.," 218-239.
•,Armstrong, "The History of Harrison County," 134.
Blames Alex Baggett, "The Constitutional Union Party in Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. LXXXII, No.3, January 1979, 258.
HCampbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus," 229.
4<Campbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus," 230.
HCampbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus," 238.
HCampbell, "Political Conflict Within the Southern Consensus," 238.
'TMarshall Texas Republican, April 27, 1861, as quoted by Ralph A. Wooster
in "The Home Front: East Texas Supports the War Effort," a paper presented
before the East Texas Historical Association at its spring meeting in Orange on
February 25, 1981.
"Wooster, "The Home Front," quoting from the Texas Republican for September 28, 1861.
~~Wooster,

tember 6, 1862.

"The Home Front," quoting from the Texas Republican for Sep-
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uMarshall Texas Republican, May 12, 1865.
uMarshal1 Texas Republican, May 12, 1865.
HBook T, page 622, Deed Records of Harrison County.
~lAlvy L. King, Louis T. Wigfall, Southern Fire-Eater, (Baton Rouge, 1970),
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Handbook of Texas, I, 489.
of the New West, 501-502.
S"Later, during Congressional reconstruction, Loughery became a bitter
opponent of what he considered intolerable excesses by military occupation forces.
See Traylor Russell, Carpetbaggers, Scalawags & Others, "The Stockade Trial,"
Chapter XIV, 50-70.
SiMax S, Lale, "The Military Occupation of Marshall, Texas, by the 8th
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, U.S.A., 1865," Military History of Texas and the
Southwest, Vol. XIII, No.3, 40.
AOMarshall Texas Republican, July 23, 1865.
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Gillette Tilford

Gillette Tilford's mind contains as much history of East Texas as
any living person, and equally important, an ability to express that
history with the skill of a storyteller. Beginning in 1979 he wrote a
series of articles for the Nacogdoches Sunday Sentinel which entertained,
and sometimes shocked, its service community with his memories of its
past. Mr. Tilford has made several of his essays available at the Editor's
request, and they are herein represented with the consent of the Sunday
Sentinel.
APRIL 22, 1979

Sometime ago my good friend Victor Fain flattered me immensely
by inviting me to be a guest columnist for the Sunday Sentinel. My first
reaction was to decline, but then I thought: "Why not?"; it was a
challenge, and I like challenges, so 1 am going to give it a try.
I asked Victor what I should write about, and he told me to write
anything 1 chose, so long as it was not libelous or vulgar. I asked
him if controversy was permissible and he assured me that it was. That
suited me. I thrive on controversy, but for the present, 1 intend to
avoid it. Later on, after I have made some effort to establish this column
in a peaceful way, I may step on a few toes; but that is later on, not now.
First of all J admit that I have neither the wit of Bob Murphey
nor the literary talent of Charlotte Montgomery or Ruth Pochmann,
so do not expect anything brilliant from these efforts. Also, J haven't
the faintest idea of what I will be writing one week to the next. This
column will have neither continuity nor pattern. One week it may be
a narrative of some event of 50 years ago, and next week be about
something that occurred yesterday. Sometimes it may not be a narrative
at all; it may be just homily Or an essay. It's just going to be a hodgepodge of whatever occurs to me at the time.
I have lived in Nacogdoches for over 70 years. I know most of
the old-timers; but there are many new-comers whom I do not know
and who do not know me, I think as good a way as any for me to
introduce myself is to tell you about the very first time in my whole
life that I ever set foot in Nacogdoches. One morning I tried to tell
this story to the early morning coffee drinkers at Shepherd's restaurant,
but those uncouth barbarians who infest Shepherd's at that hour have no
respect for their elders, and would not listen to me. I hope that you
will be more polite.
About 1906 or '07 my father moved his wife and two sons, me
and a younger brother, from the metropolis of Houston to the back-
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woods of Caro to be superintendent of the Caro Northern RR. which
was owned by the Whiteman-Decker Lumber Company. Every morning
the railroad ran a train of one baggage car, one chair car and a few
box cars from Caro to Mt. Enterprise, and every afternoon it returned.
The train was pulled by a shay dinkey steam locomotive powered by a
boiler fired with pine knots. All the way to Mt. Enterprise and all the
way back it spewed thick black smoke into the sky and saturated the
whole countryside with burnt out black cinders; but as that was long
before Ralph Nader had invented ecology, no one complained.
In Caro we lived in a frame sawmill house, painted a vivid box
car red exactly like every other house in town. In each room there
was one bare shadeless light bulf suspended by a drop cord from the
ceiling. The company owned electric power plant shut down at nine
o'clock every evening. If you stayed up later than that, you used a

kerosene lamp. There was one cold water tap in the kitcben and one
in the bathroom, but no hot water. Hot water was obtained by boiling
it in a kettle on the kitchen stove. There was no gas. All cooking and
heating was with wood. The toilet facility was a two hole job in the
back yard about 30 steps from the back door. It was fully equipped
with last years Sears Roebuck catalog and three or four wasp nests.
Shortly after our arrival in Caro another brother was born. My
mother was very proud of her three boys, and decided to bring us to
Nacogdoches to have our picture taken for mailing to her distant kin
folks.
One of the mill workers was a Mr. Cheney who owned a surrey
with a fringe on top and pair of rabbit size mules to pulI it. Motber
hired Mr. Cheney, the surrey and the mules to take us to Nacogdoches.
The rig travelled about four miles an hour. We left Caro at eight o'clock
one morning and arrived in Nacogdoches about cleven.

The photographer's studio was on the west side of the downtown
square where Jinkin's Seed Store is now. The courthouse was on the
south side of the square where Wyatt's office supply store is. The square
was barren, no buildings on it, and no paving either; nothing but red
dirt, two or three sickly looking little trees, a few hitching posts and a
horse trough. But when we drove into it that morning that square was
crammed full of people. Nacogdoches at that time was a town of maybe

2500 inhabitants, and it looked as if the whole 2500 were packed into
that square. It was a big crowd.
Mother asked someone why all the people were in town, and she
was told that they all had come to see the hanging, which was scheduled
for high noon, less than an hour away.
Sure enough, out in the square right in front of the courthouse

was a gallows. I do not know how large it really was, but to a six year
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old boy it seemed as tall as a two story building and as broad as a
tennis court; and from the top cross-beam there dangled a fearsome,
awesome noose.
The news of the hanging shook-up mother considerable. She wasn't
about to let her three innocent little lambs see any such spectacle. She
yanked us all back in that surrey in double quick time and told Mr.
Cheney to take us home then and now. The picture taking would have
to wait. I protested all I could. I never had seen anybody hanged, and
I did not want to miss such a wonderful opportunity; but mother was
adamant. Home we went; and until this good day, almost three quarters
of a century later, I have yet to see my first hanging.
And that was my very first appearance in Nacogdoches.
MAY 20, 1979
During my childhood in Caro there were times when we did not
have anything else to do except sit around and listen to the old folks
chew the fat and spin yarns about things they had seen and done when
they were young. Some of these tales were pretty boring, but many of
them would hold us agape and spellbound. Now the shoe is on the
other foot, and I have some tales to tell. I do not expect to hold you
spellbound, but I hope some of my tales will not bore you too much.
If they do, you don't have to read them.
I had a lot of fun as a kid, first in Caro and later in Nacogdoches.
Mr. W. T. Whiteman, who owned the Caro sawmill, had two daughters
and two sons. The older son Charles was a young gentleman. He
brushed his teeth every day, he never was late for school, he was a
model of decorum, and he never gave his parents any trouble. The
younger son Gus was something else. Gus was about my age, and from
the time we were six years old until his death in Alto a few years ago
we were life-long friends.
Gus and I had the whole north end of Nacogdoches County to
roam in, and we did it. One of our favorite pastimes was to ride the

Caro Northern RR to Mt. Enterprise and back. We didn't have to
bother about tickets. Gus' daddy owned the road, his uncle was the
conductor, and my daddy was superintendent of the line; so we just
climbed aboard whenever we felt like it.
Upon arrival in Mt. Enterprise we would go to March & Ross
General Store and get an ice cream cone and some Kissme chewing
gum. The Mr. March of March & Ross was the father of our own
W. T. March and of Mrs. Ford Simpson, Sr.
In Mt. Enterprise there was a little spring branch near the depot
that ran parallel to the railroad track and it had a lot of crawfish in it.
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We would fill a couple of syrup buckets with crawfish and take them
home for our mothers to cook for our supper. If you never have eaten
crawfish you have missed something. To me they are much more tasty
than shrimp. Many restaurants in the Louisiana Cajun country feature
them. If you are ever in that area I recommend that you try some.
There were two big ponds in Caro. The sawmill used one for a
log pond and the other just happened to be right next to it. Bass and
bream were plentiful in both ponds. Gus and I had no faney fishing
tackle; but a cane pole, a few minnows and a ean of worms was all
we needed, the pond banks were well supplied with bullfrogs, and when
we got tired of fishing we could gig us a mess of frog legs with very
little effort. For Gus and me in summertime the livin' was easy long
before George Gershwin ever wrote a song about it.
Mr. Whiteman was a quail hunter and owned several top quality
bird dogs whieh ran loose in his yard. When the quail season opened
in November nearly every time the T&NO from Dallas stopped in Caro
some of Mr. Whiteman's big city friends would get off for a week's
quail hunting.
Gus and I did not wait for November to do our hunting. We
started in September. We would whistle up Mr. Whiteman's fancy bird
dogs and go rabbit hunting. Then when Mr. Whiteman would take his
city friends hunting he would be red-faced, exasperated, bewildered,
dumfounded, flabbergasted and fit to be tied wondering what had come
over his fine well-trained dogs, but we never did tell him.
Sometimes when we were roaming through the woods Gus and
I would stumble on a hidden guinea nest. We carefully would rake the
eggs out with a stick, because if you put your hand in a guinea nest the
guinea would not use it any more. We would fill our caps with the eggs
and take them home, hoping they were not too ripe, but sometimes they
were.
One day Gus and I had been running rabbits all morning and we
got a little hungry. We came to an open field that had some goats
grazing in it, and decided to satisfy our hunger with goat milk. We
found an old rusty tin can, plugged the holes in it with some clay from
the creek bank; and with the help of the dogs caught an old mama
nanny goat.
Gns held her by the ears while I
started to milk her I remembered that
milk at home, and that she had told
unsanitary to drink unstrained milk.

did the milking. But before I
my mother always strained our
me that it was unhygenie and
So that goat milk had to be
strained. The only thing I could find to use for a strainer was my pocket
handkerchief on which I had been blowing my nose all morning, but it
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had to do. I milked that old nanny dry through the handkerchief, and
into the can and we drank every drop of it. It must have been a
thoroughly hygenic and sanitary operation because neither of us ever
felt any ill effect from it.
MAY 27, 1979
When I first began writing these weekly articles my ever lovin'
wife told me not to write much about long ago personal experiences
because people just would not be interested in them. Then my editor
Victor Fain told me that while people might not be interested in me
personally they were interested in what life in Nacogdoches was like
50 to 75 years ago and in things that happened during that time. So
all I know to do is to walk a narrow chalk line and try to keep both
Jewel and Victor happy.
When we were living in Caro the sawmill town had very little to
arfer in the way of adult social life. This left a gap in my parents'
existence, and in order to fill it we made frequent weekend trips to
Nacogdoches. Nacogdoches during the early part of the century was
truly the Athens of East Texas. It was well above other area towns in
education, refinement and culture. My parents loved it and fitted into
it nicely.
My father, being superintendent of a railroad, had a free family
pass on every railroad in the United States, so that our transportation
expense was zero. We would board the T&NO about noon on Saturday
and return home Sunday afternoon.
In Nacogdoches we always stayed at the Banita Hotel, which was
a large rambling frame structure on the south side of West Pilar street
on the banks of Banita Creek. The hotel was owned and run by Mr.
and Mrs. J. R. McKinney, parents of R. W. (Dick) and Jack McKinney.
It turned out that the MCKinney's and the Tilfords had a lot in common.
My father and Mr. McKinney were excellent chess players. Before we
moved from Houston my father had been the tri-state chess champion
of Texas, Louisiana and Oklahoma, and Mr. McKinney was just as
good. Mother and Mrs. McKinney were serious and devout Bible
students. The two women would spend the evenings in deep Biblical
discussions while the men played chess. I and my brothers got along
with the McKinney children equally as well and formed everlasting
friendships with them.
The old Redland Hotel, now the Godtel mission, also was in
operation them. The patronage of both hotels was made up mostly of
traveling salesmen or "drummers." Both hotels met every train with
a horse drawn bus driven by a chocolate colored Jehu with a big voice.
As soon as the train stopped both drivers would begin hollering

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

21

"B-a-a-n-i-t-a H-o-e-t-e-I-I" and "R-e-d-l-a-n~d H-o-e-t-e-l·l" as loudly
as they could, vying with each other to see which could entice the most
drummers into his chariot.

The Banita Hotel's main attraction was its dining room and the
neatness and cleanliness of its guest rooms. Mrs. McKinney ran a tight
ship in that respect, and her dining room was famous all over East
Texas. The Redland Hotel had the advantage of heing downtown and
in shorter walking distancc to the stores. Also, there was a sidewalk
rumor that a lone male guest at the Redland could obtain overnight
female companionship for a modest fee. At that time I was too young
to know anything about that, so as far as I am concerned it was nothing
more than a rumor.
The morning after their arrival all the drummers went to work
calling on the merchants and taking orders for shoes, dry goods, bedding,
hardware, buggies, wagons and all other forms of durable goods. After
they had combed Nacogdoches they would go to the livery stable and
rent a horse and buggy. The stable originally owned by Mr. W. G.
Davis, who was the husband of one of Jewel's aunts. About the time
we moved to Nacogdoches Mr. Davis sold the stable to Mr. Jim Coker,
whose son played on the first Nacogdoches High School football team.
The stable was located behind Shcpherd's restaurant where the parking
lot now is, but the entrance to it was recessed back from the comer of
North St. and Main St. at a 45 degree angle from the back end 01
Johnson's furniture store to the back of Shepherd's. There was a big
circular watering trough in front of the entrance. You can go there
today and see a big circlc of brick paving permanently marking the
location of that trough.
Oncc they got their buggy thc drummers would fan out to Melrose,
Wodcn, Etoile, Chireno and Martinsville and work those places. Then
they would be gone and not comc back for another six months. They
did not work the north end of the county from Nacogdoches because,
believe it or not, there was a good hotel in Cushing, and they would
stay there to work Cushing, Trawick, Sacul and Garrison.
After the day's work was over and after supper all those men
would sit on the long front porch of the Banita Hotel, prop their feet
on the porch railing, lean back in their chairs, light up a fine ten-cent
cigar and talk shop. I would listen to them and wish that someday I
could have a job like that at a big salary of maybe $100 per month
and live in a big city like Chicago or St. Louis and travel all over the
country on an expense account. But I surely am glad that it did not
tum out that way.
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JUNE 10, 1979
At the time my family left Houston to come to East Texas some
70 years ago my mother asked our Houston family doctor to recommend
to her a doctor in Nacogdoches. The Houston doctor recommended
Dr. Felix Tucker, who had been a classmate of his in Tulane Medical
School. So when we came to Caro our doctor was Dr. HFee' Tucker,
father of Drs. Henry Tucker and Stephen Tucker. The lumber company
in Caro had a resident doctor who took care of all the sawmill
employees. He was Dr. G. F. Middlebrook, father of George Middlebrook.
Dr. Middlebrook certainly was a good doctor, and he lived right
there in Caro, while Dr. Tucker lived 12 miles away in Nacogdoches;
but that did not mean anything to mother. Once she got an idee-fixe
it stayed fixed. Her Houston doctor had told her to use Dr. Tucker and
Dr. Tucker it was going to be; and if he had been 50 miles away instead
of 12 it still would not have made any difference to mother.
With the exception of Dr. Middlebrook every doctor in the county
lived in Nacogdoches. They all traveled all over the county by horse
and· buggy to see their patients. Most of the doctors had a simple box
buggy, but one doctor, Dr. Ford, was more high falutin. He had a
fancy phaeton. The phaeton, besides having more elegant upholstery
than the ordinary buggy, had a deep concave arch under the seat that
the front wheels could go under in turning so that it could turn in about
one half the radius of the other buggies.
There were no hospitals in the county. When you got sick you
stayed at home. The doctor came to your house to see you, and if you
did not get well you died at home. There were no funeral homes either.
Some of the hardware stores operated an undertaking business as a
sideline. After death your body was taken to the hardware store, and
you were embalmed in an upstairs room of the store. After that you
were brought back home and put on a pedestal in the front parlor, from
which your funeral was held. When J. H. Summers was building his
home on Raguet SI. his brother Frank, Jesse Summers' father, told him
he was making a mistake because he was not putting in a front door
wide enough for his pallbearers to carry his casket through. The service
usually lasted over two hours, that is unless you were an Episcopalian.
When the service was over you were hauled to the cemetery in a
big black box hearst pulled by two horses. After you were gone it took
a week or more to get the funeral smell out of the house.
Now all that leads to this. Early one December my brothers and
I got sick. My mother was not too worried at first. She gave us all
a dose of calomel and thought that we would be well the next day. But
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the next day we were worse, much worse; so mother lphoned Nacogdoches for Dr. Tucker. Mrs, Tucker told mother that Dr. Tucker was
in Chireno that day, but that she would have him come see us the next
morning.
The morning we wefe worse than the day before. Noon came but

no Dr, Tuckcr, Mother 'phoned Nacogdoches again and was told that
Dr. Tucker would get there as soon as he could and for her to be patient.
By late afternoon when Dr. Tucker still had not showed up, and
we three boys werc all in hcd with a high fever that kept getting higher,
mother called Dr. Middlebrook,
Dr. Middlebrook came promptly, hut just as he got to our house
up drove Dr. Tucker; and that was when the egg hit the fan, The two
went through the front gate together, but before they got halfway to
the front door they got into an argument as to whose patients we were.

The more they argued the hotter they got, and instead of either one
coming in to see us sick children, they started a fist fight in our front
yard. It was a rather odd way to practice medicine, but I suppose the

idea was that the winner would care for the sick and the loser would
go home.
However, they didn't get a chance to finish the fight. My father
came home from work about that time and separated them and cooled
them off a bit. Father explained to Dr. Middlebrook that inasmuch as
Dr, Tucker was our regular family doctor, and that he finally had got
there, he would prefer for him to see us, He apologized to Dr, Middlebrook for any inconvenience he may have caused him and thanked him

very much for coming, Dr. Middlebrook accepted the situation
graciously, There were no hard feelings between him and my father,
but I think he and Dr. Tucker stayed mad at each other for quite a
long time.
It turned out that my brothers and I had a real humdinger of a
case of scarlet fever. We were mighty, mighty sick for over two weeks
and almost died. By Christmas we had begun to convalesce and I spent

Christmas Day looking over the foot of my bed at a brand new bicycle
Santa Claus had brought me, and wondering how long it would be
before I got well enough to ride it.
JUNE 17, 1979
This coming Tuesday at one time was one of the biggest holidays
in East Texas. It's a shame that it's not celebrated much anymore, at

least not like it used to be. After the War Between the States the Negro
slaves in the different states of the Confederacy were freed on different
dates, In Texas Emancipation Day was June 19; referred to happily,
jubilantly and gloriously simply as "June 'Teenth,"
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I want to tell you about it, but before I do a little clarification is
in order. Except for a number of Latins and a few Orientals East Texas
is bi-racial. Some of us are white and some of us are black. In recent
years somc of the blacks have tended to resent being called Negroes.
Why I really don't know. Both Webster's dictionary and the Encyclopedia Britannica says that a black person is a Negro. There is nothing
derogatory about it. It is a legitimate definitive word. So why quibble
about it? Some of us arc Anglos, others are Negroes; and that's that.
But there is another term not so simple, which is "nigger." Today

the word is considered offensive and totally unacceptable; but in the
era of which I am writing it was not necessarily SQ. There was no
opprobium attached to it. Frequently it was used with outright affection.
Actually "nigger" is simply a variation of the Latin word "niger" meaning black, and whether it is spelled with one "g" or two is immaterial.
Also in the Old South "nigger" was nothing more than a dialectical
pronunciation of "Negro," just as pork was pronounced "'poke," floor
was pronounced "'flow," and Georgia was called "Jaw'ja."
In writing about past years in East Texas, and especially about
sawmill life, racial diffcrenees cannot be avoided. It is difficult, if not
impossible to give a true picture of those years without using the te,rtninology and vernacular in vogue at that timc. So I use these words in
that sense with all respect and with no intent to give offense to anyone.
During the first 40 years of this century the sawmills of East Texas
had only four annual hoJidays-Christmas, the 4th of July, Thanksgiving
Day and "June 'Teenth." To all the Negroes of East Texas "June
'Teenth" was the biggest holiday of all, because it was theirs and theirs
alone; and except by invitation the white people had no place it in. It
was as big a day as Bastille Day in France or the Cinco de Mayo in
Mexico. It's celebration was by no means limited to the sawmills. The
Negro farmers, cotton pickers, draymen, yard hands and domestics all
took part in it. No Negro ever worked at anything on "June 'Teenth."
The white people cheerfully yiclded the day to the Negroes and told
them to get with it and have themselves a ball, which they did.
The main event was a goat barbecue, open and for free to

an

the

Negroes in the county. The sawmill companies donated the goats. We
usually bought them in mid-May and had them penned and fattened
up real good. The day before the holiday we gave 10 or 12 Negro mill
hands the day off with pay. Some butchered the goats, while others
dug the barbecue pits, prepared the fire and set up the tables with
boards borrowed from the mill. The barbeeuers stayed up all night,
basting and turning the meat as it cooked very slowly over beds of coals.
By noon of the '''Teenth'' it was well done, juicy, tender and just right.
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The sawmill companies also furnished a few wagon loads of watermelons and plenty of soda pop. The Negro women brought the pies,
cakes, biscuits and rolls; and the neighhoring Negro farmers contributed
"rosen-ears" and sweet 'taters.

A few tahles always were set up for the "white folks," and we
graciously accepted the hospitality just as graciously offered. After
everyone was stuffed full there was a little preaching and a lot of singing.
The preachers would thank us "white folks" for the goats and the
watermelons and soda pop, and say how wonderful it was that we all
were living together in peace, happiness and friendship.
When the preachers got through the spirituals took over. There
were a cappella choirs from the various Negro churches with the women
all in stiffly starched spotless white dresses and the men in freshly
pressed dark hlue suits with dark blue or black ties. The music was
gorgeous with the unique rhythm that only Negro music has. It was
all the more heautiful because it came deep from the bottom of carefree
and happy hearts with all their souls poured into it. There was something hypnotic ahout it. Before it was over you were swaying hack and
forth in time to the music and hoping that when the swinging low sweet
chariot came by there would be room enough for you to get on it.
After the singing stopped the whites left. It was the Negroes' party,
not ours. We all shook hands, patted each other on the hack, and told
everyone what a wonderful time we had had, which was true.
With the white people out of the way the real carousing began.
The dice came out of pockets and the moonshine "shinny" came out
from under the logs. These two together nearly always brought on a
few cuttings and stabbings, which strangely enough were seldom fatal.
The dancing also got going. Things got livelier and livelier. The
whomping and stomping kept on until daylight. You could hear it for
more than a mile.
We did not run the sawmill the next day either. We didn't have
a crew. No one was fit to work. But Glory, Glory, Hallelujah what
a day it was!!!
JUNE 24, 1979
A feature story in the June 10 Sunday Sentinel was an interesting
account of the closing of Buddy Still's grocery store and of the Still
family's 53 years grocery experience. It put me to thinking of all the
changes which have been made since I was a young boy in the procurement, preparation and preservation of our daily food.
Some 15 years before the Stills went in business there were two
leading grocery stores in Nacogdoches, Miller's and Spradley's. They
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handled mostly staples but very few perishablcs, no milk, no butter,
no eggs, no poultry, no meat. The housewives had no transportation
to the stores, so the grocerymen made daily home deliveries in a onehorse buckboard. Every morning the lady of the house 'phoned her
grocery list to the store, and received what she ordered at her kitchen
door sometime during the day.
Nearly every home had its own truck garden. Backyards were big
and there was plenty of garden space. All the family's corn, onions,
tomatoes, beans, peas, cantaloupes, and other vegetables came from
the home garden. We also had our own fruit trees. There was no such
thing as a deep freeze. The surplus vegetables were home canned and
thc surplus fruit home preserved. We picked our own dewberries, blackberries, wild plums, mayhaws and muscadines and made our own jams
and jellies. Most families kept a cow and had their own hen house,
produced their own milk, churned their own bUller, gathered their own
eggs and raised their own fryers and broilers. Those who didn't have
a cow got their milk from a local dairy delivered to their doorstep for
ten cents a quart. Farmers peddled butter, eggs and poultry door to
door about twice a week.
Sometimes my family had a cow and sometimes it didn't. I liked
it beller when it didn't, because when it did I had to do the twice a
day milking, and I detested it.
My family nevcr had a hen house, but we did have a chicken coop.
I! was a wire cage about 3x6 ft. and about two and a half feet high with

no bottom. We bought a dozen fryers and broilers at a time and kept
them in the coop. When the ground under the coop got too messy we
just dragged it to a fresh place without removing the chickens.
Whenever we wanted fried chicken for tomorrow's dinner thc cook
reacbed under the coop, pulled the chickens out one at a time, wrung
their necks right there, and let the headless chickens flop on thc ground
until all the blood ran out and their reflexes stopped. It was a little
bit gory, but it was the only way to do it. Around Thanksgiving and
Christmas the coop was occupied by a turkey gobbler. He was too big
to have his neck wrung, so he was decapitated by stretching his neck

across a piece of stove wood and chopping his head off with an axe.
Packing house meat was a rarity. Beef and pork were from locally
grown animals and were purchased at the butcher shop. The only one
I remember was on Pecan St. where Bert Baxter's tire store was. I do
not remember much about the price other than that a soup bone was
five cents. Whenever a customer bought roasts or steaks the butcher
usually threw in for free a hunk of beef liver for the family cat.
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Refrigeration was by ice. The ice factory was located just south
of where Bremond St. dead ends into Cox St. Ice was delivered daily
by a two mule wagon. There were two men to each wagon so that they
could work both sides of the street at the same time. The wagons were
pretty well insulated on the top and sides but the rear was open and
was protected only by a canvas drop. Every house had an ice card.
This was a big square pasteboard with 12Y2, 25, 50, and 100 printed
in big numbers in the four corners. every morning the housewife hung

the card in the window by one of the corners with the number at the
boltom telling how many pounds of ice she wanted that day.
The ice was made in 300 lb. blocks. Before it was loaded in the
wagons each block was cut into three 100 lb. slabs. The icemen had
specially toothed icc saws on their wagons, and cut the desired amount
from the slabs after reading the card in the window.
The icemen usually were strong husky Negroes, but during the
summer months many of the high school and college athletes kept in
shape by working on the ice wagons. Each man wore a big rubber
apron strapped to his shoulders and hanging down his back. They could
put their tongs in a 100 lb. block of ice, and with one swoop swing it
to their shoulders and walk to the house with it.
The home ice boxes had the ice compartment in the upper part
of the box, so that the cold air went down and chilled the contents.
A drain pipe ran from the icc compartment down the side of the box to
a hole in the bottom. Some people put a dishpan under the box to
catch the melted ice, but olhers just bored a hole in the floor, stuck a
funnel in it and let the water go through to the ground under the house.
Today's supermarkets' frozen foods, pre-packaged meat and poultry, canned biscuits and TV dinners arc a lot more convenient than
what we had then, but they are not anywhere near as tasty nor as
healthful. Our bread and biscuits did not have all their nutriment
bleached out, our jellies and jams were not "artificially flavored" and
"artificially colored;" and onc thing for sure, our home-cured hams

were all ham and not half water.
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"FRENCH CLERGY ON THE TEXAS FRONTIER, 1837·1907"
by Fr. Barnabas Diekemper
In the process of time and of exigency, events occurred which
would culminate in the Franciscan Friars of the Apostolic College of
Zacatecas leaving the Province of Texas. The gray robed Friars had
arrived in the early 1690s. One hundred years of their presence had
been celebrated. Likewise the two secular priests in Texas would make
their exit.
The Mission San Antonio de Valero was already secularized by
April 12, 1793,' i.e., the mission was completely independent of Franciscan control; the inhabitants were to form their own town, elect their
own officials, and own private plots of land. And the priest who cared
for the people was to be a secular priest in charge of the parish formed
from the mission. No secular priests were available, however, so the
Franciscans continued as pastors of the missions.
With the advent of the Mexican revolt for independence, from 1810
through 1820, the missions continued to decline. Once actual independence from Spain was achieved, a few of the Spanish Franciscans loyal
to the Crown left the Province of Texas and returned to Spain.' By
1830 there were two criollo" Franciscans left in the Province of Texas:
Padre Miguel Muro, O.F.M., who, soon after 1830, went to the California missions'; and Padre Jose Antonio Diaz de Leon, O.F.M., who
was shot near Sandy Creek on his way to Nacogdoches. The reason
Father de Uon was shot is not known, nor was the man apprehended
who shot him. Fathcr de Leon died in 1834.' All the Franciscans were
gone from the Province of Texas.
This left the whole of the Province of Texas in the hands of two
secular priests who lived at the parish church of San Fernando in the
small village of San Antonio. Father Refugio de la Garza had been
appointed pastor of San Fernando Church in 1820. He remained as
pastor until 1840, although he was on leave of absence in 1822-1823
to attend, as a delegate from Texas, the Mexican National Congress.
Padre Jose Antonio Diaz de Uon, O.F.M., was his substitute pastor in
1822. In 1823 Father Francisco Maynes (a secular priest who returncd
to Mexico) was also a substitute. The other priest was Father Jose
Antonio Valdez, who was the assistant at San Fernando Church." "The
aged Father Garza and his companion Valdez had, for years, disregarded
their parochial duties. Worst of all, they were living publicly in
concubinage.'" Also, both had acquired properties in San Antonio. 9
The condition of their clerical lives left much to be desired.
Fr. Barnabas Diekemper is associated with the Oblate School of Theology.
San Antonio.
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Father John Timon, C.M., a native of York, Pennsylvania, was
in Texas to investigate the condition of the Catholic Church by 1839.
Bishop Antonio Blanc of New Orleans had sent Timon on the reconnaisance joumey.9 Upon Timon's arrival in San Antonio, Jose Antonio

Navarro and Don Erasmo Seguin testified that Garza and Valdez had
been derelict for years in their duties as priests. Navarro and Seguin
agreed to sign affidavits about the dereliction of Garza and Valdez.
Timon did not allow Garza and Valdez a defense, and sought letters
from the Holy See for their removal.'"
These letters of removal arrived in 1840. At the same time, Father
Jean Marie Odin, C.M., arrived in Texas as Father Timon's assistant,
with full authority to remove the two priests from San Fernando. Likewise, Odin was accompanied by Father Miguel Calvo, Brother Raymond
Sala, and Father Eudald Estany. These three were Spanish volunteers
who came to work in Texas. Odin arrived in San Antonio on July 30,
1840, along with Father Calvo and Brother Sala." On August I, Odin
presented himself to Valdez first and then to Garza. He told Father
Garza he wished to celebrate Mass the next day in San Fernando
Church. Garza expressed consent with a mere shrug of his shoulders.
Odin preached in English and Calvo in Spanish.
Monday morning, August 3, Odin saw Garza. He showed Garza
the letters which removed him as pastor and withdraw Garza's rights
as a priest to celebrate Mass and hear confessions. Garza accepted the
removal without recrimination. On August 6, Garza was arrested by
Republic of Texas authorities for carrying on correspondence with
General Artesia of the Mexican Army in Nuevo Laredo. The Republic
of Texas had passed a law forbidding such correspondence with its
former enemies.

On August 7, Father Odin approached Father Valdez and presented him with the letters of removal. Valdez, like Garza, offered no
remonstrance, even though both Valdez and Garza had relatives and
friends living in San Antonio. Later on, some friends tried to have
Garza reinstated as pastor, but the move was not successful. Both Garza

and Valdez fade out of the picture. They walk off the stage of activity
in Texas into the oblivion of retirement in

Mexico.'~

The act of Odin to install Father Calvo on August 7, 1840 as
pastor of San Fernando Church was the beginning of the French flavoring of the frontier in Texas. France not only had influence through
Alphonse Dubois de Saligny, charge d'affaires of the court of Louis
Phillippe to the Republic of Texas, but also in the ecclesiastical realm
through Jean Marie Odin. Odin knew Alphonse Dubois, and Dubois
rendered valuable service to Odin in the re-establishment of the Catholic
Church in Texas. It was because France recognized the Republic of
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Texas that Odin found cooperation from the civil authorities in Texas
upon his arrival and subsequently."
Likewise, the young, struggling Republic found the French priests
coming to work in Texas to be advantageous for itself. France recog·
nized the Republic. This recognition boosted the struggling Republic
in its early days. If the Republic cooperated with the French clergy, the
French government would be pleased. Furthermore, the delicate situa·
tion of the Holy See and the rebellious nations of Latin America at the
time was critical, to say the least. In 1839, the Holy See again began
to appoint bishops for Mexico. The papacy and Mexico had worked
out an agreement. But it was truly a difficult diplomatic problem with
Mexico for the papacy to recognize the separation of the Republic of
Texas from Mexico by appointing official representatives in the persons
of Timon and Odin. This practically amounted to de jure recognition
of the Republic of Texas. It was de facto recognition." French recogni·
tion of the Republic of Texas must have influenced the papacy's decision
to send representatives.
The French flavor immediately began to permeate the Texas
frontier. The baptismal records of San Fernando Church show a marked
increase in the number of baptisms. 1835 was the last year that Father
Garza had entered his name as the minister of baptism. The next entry
into the baptismal records was August 7, 1840, with Father Calvo
signing the registry. Between 1835 and August 7, 1840, there were no
entries. Between August 7, 1840 and 1845, there are 54 baptisms.
Between 1828 and 1835 there are 58 baptisms recorded, 4 more than
between 1840 and 1845; but there are two additional years as well.
Calvo had gone to work immediately, and Odin's removal of Garza
and Valdez had borne fruit.
Before Father Odin left San Antonio for Austin, in October 1840,
he made a tour of the missions around San Antonio. These were Concepcion, San Jose, San Juan and San Francisco de la Espada. He
planned to turn Concepcion into a girl's school, staffed by sisters. San
Jose, in the plan of Odin, was to be a boy's school. ," Neither plan
subsequently materialized.
But Odin and Timon met in Austin to plead the repossession of
Catholic Church property within the Republic of Texas. By January
18, 1841, with the help of Alphonse Dubois de Saligny, charge d'affaires
of the French Government, Odin and Timon were able to have the
church properties, the buildings, and no more than 15 acres around
the buildings, confirmed by the Republic of Texas legislature." The
Catholic Church had a foundation again and could continue to expand
as time went on.
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By March 30, 1846, Odin had 23 missionaries working in Texas.
There were two Irishmen, John Lynch and Richard Hennesy, working
among the English speaking exclusively. There were two Germans,
Fathers James Miller and Anthony Lienhart, who were working among
the German speaking people of New Braunfels and Fredericksburg.
Lynch and Hcnnesy were missionaries of the Congregation of the Mission, or Vincentians.

Lienhart and Miller were secular priests from

Austria. Fathers Edward Clark and James Fitzgerald were secular
priests from the eastern United States. Father Eudald Estany and
Michael Calvo were Spanish. Fathers John Brands, Bartholomew
Rollando, Claude Dubuis, James Girandon, Louis Chambodut, Matthews Chazelle, Anthony Chanrion, Emmanuel Domenech, Charles
Padey, and Joseph Anstaett were French. There were fifteen French
missionaries, including Odin and four seminarians."

These 19 priests had to care for, in 1846, a Catholic population of
25,000 people within the State of Texas. There were ten constructed
churches and some eleven Mass stations.
Mass stations were locales
where Mass was celebrated in a house when there was no permanent
1 '.

church available. A priest would ride from place to place to hear confessions and celebrate Mass at these stations, usually visiting them once
a month.
Odin felt the need to request the Holy See for a diocese for Texas
in 1846. On May 14, 1847, Pope Pius IX created a diocese for Texas.
The See of the diocese was situated in Galveston. Jean Maric Odin
was appointed the first Bishop of Galveston. Odin had been consecrated
a bishop on March 6, 1842, in New Orleans; and he had been functioning in the territory of Texas as a bishop, but without an official diocese,

from 1842-1847. Once the diocese was set up, Odin began to organize
and establish the Catholic Church in Texas as he saw fit.
Bishop Odin had brought to Texas a total of thirty-five priests by
1850. Of these thirty-five, ten died of yellow fever, drowning and
accidents." Eleven of the thirty-five priests were Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. All of the Oblates had to leave Texas because their religious
superiors thought that the work was too difficult and debilitating for
the men. The Oblates were a French foundation, and the first ones to
arrive in 1849 came from Canada to work in the lower Rio Grande
Valley. Tbey withdrew in 1850, but they returned in 1852" and the
Oblates have been in Texas ever since.

Bishop Odin had augmented his priests to forty-two and five
seminarians by 1860. The lists show that 98% of the forty-two were
French

born.~2

The priests in Texas were predominantly French. Earlier

in 1852, Bishop Odin had called a synod of all the pricsts of his diocese.
Of the thirty-six priests who were in Texas at the time, sixteen showed
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up in Galveston at Saint Mary's Cathedral. The following were named
consultors to the bishop: Claude M. Dubuis, Augustin Gaudet, and
Louis Chambodut. The diocese was divided into four areas where a
direct representative of Bishop Odin took care of local problems: Louis
Chambodut, as Chancellor and second in command to Bishop Odin,
took care of the Galveston-Houston area; Claude Dubuis, as ViceChancellor, took care of the San Antonio area; Augustin Gaudet, as a
Vice-Chancellor, took care of the Brownsville area; and James Guiraudon, as a Vice-Chancellor, took care of the Laredo area." All were
immigrants from France. All had received training at the Grand Seminaire in Lyons; all had volunteered to come to Texas at Odin's request;
all were French in outlook and learned English as a second language.
Whenever they met together they spoke French. Odin, Dubuis, Chambodut, and Gaudet were all buried in France"
Claude Dubuis became the second Bishop of Galveston after Bishop
Odin was appointed to be Archbishop of New Orleans in 1861. Dubuis
was in France at the time of his appointment and was consecrated there
in 1862. He returned to Texas through the Union blockade via Matamoros in April, 1863. With him he brought a total of sixty priests,
sisters and seminarians, all French, who were to work in the Diocese
of Galveston."
The Catholic population of the Diocese of Galveston in 1873 was
approximately 180,000. Only eighty-eight priests took care of these
180,000 people. Of the eighty-eight, sixty-two were French. The other
twenty-six were German and Irish. There were fifty-five churches and
chapels to take care of. There were three colleges, eight schools for
boys, and nine academies for girls to staff." The original sisters who
came to Texas to staff most of these schools were Ursulines, Incarnate
Word Sisters, and Sisters of Divine Providence, all originally French
foundations. There were a few scattered Irish sisters such as the three
Ursulines who helped to open Ursuline Academy in San Antonio,"
but the others were French. There was truly a French flavored Catholic
educational process within Texas. Even the Marianist Brothers, who
later developed St. Mary's University in San Antonio, were French, with
the exception of one brother who came from Ohio and was a native
speaker of English.

It was not an easy task for these French men and women. It was
difficult to adapt to the climate, to the Texas food (cornbread, beans
and bacon), and especially to the language. Some spoke Spanish as a
second language, but most of them struggled to learn English: English
as it was spoken in Texas.
Eventually, the ideas of French education and French morality
struggled into the Texas society. The French priests and sisters were
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still somewhat tainted by Jansenism, and this is evident within their
lellers as they make judgments about the people and the environment
of Texas. They were strict disciplinarians, and it was difficult for them
to understand the casualness, at times, that the Spanish speaking population showed toward the official church.
Likewise, it is difficult for them to comprehend the east with which
many English speaking Catholics in Texas tolerated the pluralism around
them. The Catholic Church in France had again become the first
daughter of the Papacy. The devastation of the French Revolution and
the Napoleonic era had passed. The Catholic Church in France
flourished again. It was the country that sent out missionaries to all
parts of the earth. There was not a small amount of church triumphalism
evident among the clergy and sisters who came to Texas from France
in the 1850s, 1860s, 1870s, and 1880s. This is truly brought out in
the huge structures that were constructed on the campuses of Our Lady
of the Lake University at San Antonio, Incarnate Word College, and
Saint Mary's University, all in San Antonio.
Part of this French triumphalism is also evident in these statistics.
Between March 25, 1846, and March 12, 1861, Bishop Jean Marie
Odin ordained 47 Frenchmen to the priesthood. They were to work
in Texas. Jean Pierre Bajard died in October of 1853 during a yellow
fever epidemic. He never reached the priesthood since he was only a
subdeacon at the time of his death. In the same epidemic five French
priests also died. Some of them were newly arrived from France.
Between January II, 1863, and January 30, 1881, Bishop Claude Marie
Dubuis ordained seventy-seven Frenchmen to the priesthood to work
in Texas. In 1867, the yellow fever epidemic took the lives of two
more priests in Galveston. Over a span of 35 years, 124 ordinations
seems a lot. But the records show that many returned to France to die;
many died here because of the harshness of the environment; and some
just seem to disappear."
In 1874, San Antonio became a diocese of its own with Anthony
Dominic Pellicer, a native of Florida, as its first bishop. At the same
time, 1874, Brownsville became a diocese, with Bishop Dominic
Manucy, a cousin of Pellicer, as the first ordinary. In 1890, Dallas
became a diocese with Bishop Thomas Francis Brennan as the first
bishop. Pellicer and Manucy were descendants of Minorcan families in
Florida. Bishop Brennan and Bishop Nicholas Gallagher, wht succeeded
Dubuis in Galveston, were American-Irish. But their clergy were still
predominantly French."
The next two bishops of San Antonio, after Pellicer, were John C.
Neraz and John A. Forest. These two men were French imports during
Dubuis' administration. Bishop Dubuis resigned in 1882 from the
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diocese of Galveston: I) because of age and infirmity; 2) a rising opposition to French clergy in Texas at that time. The opposition came
from laity and priests. '" Nevertheless, Bishop Neraz was appointed
in 1881, and Bishop Forest in 1895.
Besides bishops Neraz and Forest, who were colorful characters
themselves, there are a few outstanding characters among the French
clergy of Texas at this time to point up the colorfulness of these Frenchmen in an alien land. Here are some of them.
Father Peter Berthet accidentally shot off the index finger of his
right hand. The source does not indicate the circumstances of the accident, which accident occurred in 1869 near Galveston.
Father Antoine Borias, in 1856, was beaten up by ruffians near
Goliad. In 1860, he was shot at by ruffians near San Patricio, but he
escaped because his horse out ran the ruffians' horses. Then, in 1864,
on his way to Brownsville from Goliad, he nearly died on the way. His
horse froze to death and Borias was found by a Mexican-American and
brought to Brownsville. He died in Breaux Bridge, Louisiana, in 1900.
Father John Bottet drowned in a lake near Nacogdoches on August
23, 1857. He was swimming and trying to cool off in the Texas August
heat.
Father Francis Bouchu acted as pastor of Mission San Francisco
de la Espada from 1867-1907. He also took care of Losoya, EI Carmen
and Graytown, Texas. He wrote a Spanish catechism which became the
official Spanish catechism in Texas and New Mexico. When he died
on August 19, 1907, he left no money and just a few ragged personal
belongings. He died in Santa Rosa Hospital, San Antonio, Texas.
Father Jean Marie Bourbon died of starvation and thirst when he
lost his wayan a trip between Laredo and Corpus Christi in 1866. A
cowboy found Bourbon's bones near San Ignacio, Texas, several years
later.
Father Etienne Bufford wrote from San Antonio to Bishop Odin
in New Orleans, in 1864: "No one is able to see the end to the war ...
send any mail to Father Gage in Matamoros, who will forward it
through Brownsville." The Civil War hampered all communications.

Father Claude Chambodut
during the siege of Galveston in
Mary's Cathedral in Galveston.
Academy to turn the academy
nursed the wounded from both

helped confederate General Magruder
1862. Chambodut was rector of Saint
He ordered the nuns at the Ursuline
into a hospital. They did, and they
sides.

Father Emmanuel Domenech was celebrating midnight Mass on
December 24, 1849. While the Mass was going on, Comanches killed
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two men and a child. Domenech had to bury them on Christmas Day
in the Castroville cemetery. In 1863, Domenech became a military
chaplain in the army of Archduke Maximillian in Mexico. After the
French defeat in Mexico, he went back to France and retained a chaplaincy in the army of Napoleon III.
Father Joseph Guyot was the first pastor of St. Patrick in Fort
Worth. He had fifteen Irish Catholic families out of a total population
of 10,000 in 1884. He built the church with his own funds, and it was
dedicated on July 10, 1892. In 1889 Guyot helped the Sisters of the
Incarnate Word to establish Saint Joseph's Hospital in Fort Worth.
Father Guyot died in Saint Joseph's Hospital on August 5, 1907. As
a resume of his life, he said, 'Tell them I came here thirty years ago
and have been here ever since," He is buried in Saint Patrick's Church,
Fort Worth.
Father Peter Anthony Levy is another interesting French priest.
This story, which occurred about 1875, is told about him. On a visit
to Orange County, Levy was met by a band of ruffians. They forced
him to dismount, and they led him to a large tree on the river bank
that was famous for its lynchings. The ruffians showed the nicks that
had been cut in its bark and acted as a record of the number of executions. Then they told him to hit the trail, without his horse. He obeyed,
but he said to them: "BOYS, you have the drop on me now. I'll do as
you say. But remember this! I'll be back and I'll make you line up
together and say the Lord's Prayer." They didn't know that Levy had
formerly been a sharp shooter in the French army.
Levy went back into the same area shortly after and carried out his
promise. "I can knock the eye out of a fly with this rifle," he told the
ruffians and he proceeded to prove it. Then he suddenly turned on
them and told them to line up. They were so astonished at his marksmanship just displayed that they obeyed his order. It is said that they
all gladly repeated the Lord's Prayer, besides delivering his horse to him.
In 1873 in Dallas, Father Joseph Martiniere was made the pastor

of Sacred Heart Church, which was built in 1872. He got the Ursulines
to come and open a school in 1874. In 1888 he opened an orphanage.
He was born in 1841 and died in 1910. He labored in Texas from
1862 to 1910, almost 48 years. He is buried in Dallas.
The Reverend Mathurin Pairier first worked in New Zealand,
1849-1869. Then he came to Texas. In 1874 he was appointed pastor
in Fort Davis, Texas; but he headquartered at Fort Stockton, Texas. In
1884 he built the first Catholic Church in San Angelo, Texas. This was
the first church in the present Diocese of Amarillo. Too heavy to ride
a horse, Pairier would ride his buckboard from San Angelo to the army
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forts in West Texas. He followed the schedule of military pay trains
that left San Antonio twice a year to Forts Griffin, Throckmorton,
Belnap, and as far as Fort Worth. His main source of income came
from the Irish soldiers on pay day at the forts.
Father Peter Tarrillion came to Texas in 1855. This tale is told
of him. Having heard that some persons had threatened to tar and
feather the first priest who would come to their town, Father Peter
decided to pay the town a visit. He rode cooly into the village with a
Winchester strapped to his saddle. He went boldly to the leading grocery
store to make some purchases. His fearless, though kind manner, so
impressed the hasty threateners, that no one attempted to apply tar
and feathers."
These are just a few of the French flavored men who worked,
lived, sweated, and some died and were buried, here in Texas. It was
in 1855 that the Know-Nothing Party managed to have about 20 representatives and five state senators elected to the Texas legislature. It
was during 1861-1865 that Texas joined the Confederate States of
America. And in 1861, Father Claude Chambodut was blessing the
men in gray who left Galveston to join Hood's Brigade in Virginia.
They were all sons of French settlers around Galveston whose fathers
had fought with Napoleon and settled in Texas." It was the time of
Reconstruction, and two new dioceses were made in Texas: Brownsville
and San Antonio, right in the teeth of Union occupation.
It was the time of packing rifles, going by horseback, losing your
way and dying in the wilderness. It was the time of French clergy who
added their flavor of life to the frontier church of Texas in the nineteenth
century.
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TROUBLES IN TEXAS
by Richard R. Bailey
By most standards, United States Senator Morris Sheppard built
a successful career. From 1902 until 1941 he fashioned a thirty-nine
year record of service to his neighbors, first as a representative, then
after 1913 as senator. During that time he helped pass an impressive
amount of legislation, including the Eighteenth Amendment, SheppardTowner Act, Federal Credit Union Act, Lend Lease, and Selective
Service. Furthermore, he won every election in which he ran, many
by record majorities. And he accomplished all these feats in spite of
the fact that many accused him of being too liberal, too progressive, or
too socialistic.
Sheppard's success, in spite of the obstacles, stemmed from several
sources. Not even his opponents questioned his attention to duty or
his willingness to work. In fact, he set several records for attendance
in the Congress. Another source of support was Sheppard's efforts for
prohibition. While many Protestant Texans did not favor some of his
votes, they excused him because he fought diligently for anti-liquor
legislation. Still another talent in his favor was his ability to steer clear
of Texas State Democratic Party conflicts. One-party rule in Texas
made internecine strife nearly inevitable and especially bitter, but Sheppard usuany avoided these battles.
But in Sheppard's first Senate term, 1913-1919, he entangled himself in troubles in Texas, almost unavoidably. With reelection in 1918
uncertain, problems in Texas were significant if not ominous to him.
Although his woes defy simplification, intertwining in a complex pattern,
they revolved around three issues. The first of these, a persistent one
in Texas history, was what to do about conflicts between Anglos and
Mexicans in the Rio Grande Vaney. Next, Sheppard was criticized for
supporting President Woodrow Wilson's policies, especially in regard
to Mexico. Equany annoying to some Texans was his progressive voting
record. And what aggravated this situation even more was that he often
found himself at odds with three political giants-Gov. Oscar B. Colquitt, Gov. James E. Ferguson, and Sen. Joseph Weldon Bailey.
Border violence proved the most politically volatile of these
problems. Sheppard undoubtedly realized that racial, religious, and
cultural conflicts in the Rio Grande Vaney were as old as the state
itself. In 1913, he and other Texans could look back on a long history
of violencc and bitterness. Since the early part of the nineteenth century,
this area which was sometimes caned the "borderlands," had been a
land without law and order for both the Spaniards and the Americans.
Richard R. Bailey teaches at San Jacinto College.
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Even after Mexican independence in 1821 it had remained an untamed
northern frontier for the new government. Then, in the 1830s, a thrcesided cultural battle emerged in Texas as Americans fought Mexicans,
while both struggled with the several Indian tribes, all competing for
the land. This triangular clash, including misunderstanding, raiding,
stealing, and killing on all sides, continued sporadically into the twentieth century. Although Texans clearly won this almost "Hundred Years'
War," in other parts of the state, victory in the Valley was still uncertain.

In spite of the work of the Texas Rangers (and in some cases because
of their efforts), the Texas-Mexican border was still a wild frontier
when Sheppard entered the United States Senate in 1913,'
During Sheppard's first term as Senator certain annoying international problems evolved from recent political developments in Mexico,
which created a highly unstable atmospherc. A fcw years earlier Sheppard had seen the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz dcteriorate, Replacing
the strong "pan a palo'" rule which had dominated Mexican politics for
ncarly a third of a century proved difficult. Briefly, the professorial
Francisco 1. Madero tried to rulc Mexico. But in 1912 Victoriano
Huerta, with encouragement from American ambassador Henry Lane
Wilson, revolted and then had Madero shot. Huerta then tried unsuccessfully to consolidate his power against the opposition of sucb leaders
as Venustiano Carranza, Francisco "Pancho" Villa, and Emiliano

Zapata."
The United Slates governmcnt became further involved. Early in
1913, after President William Howard Taft decided to leave any decision
on recognition 01 Huerta to the next administration, President Woodrow
Wilson broke a long tradition 01 recognizing de facto governments and
refused to support the Huerta regime. Wilson neither liked nor trusted
Huerta. The fact that Americans in Mcxico and thc State Department
rank and file wanted a strong man such as Huerta who might protect
American interests in Mexico as Diaz had done confused the situation.

Wilson therelore decided upon a wait-and-see policy regarding the
political circumstances in Mexico, OTIC referred to as "'Watchful Waiting."
He also embargoed arms sales to any of the conflicting parties. ~

Sheppard expressed sentiments which in some ways supported the
President but in others were lar ahead of him, As carly as July 29,
1913, he lavored recognizing Carranza's Constitutionalist Party. Then,
in a speech on August 13, he clearly opposed the Huerta regime, claiming that it was undemocratic and reactionary. Almost naively he listed
the fair, honest, and democratic traits of the Constitutionalist Party
and its leader, Don Venustiano Carranza, Then, portending later events,
Sheppard favored the resumption of arms sales to this group and warned
of the dire consequences of American armed intervention."
Despite these sentiments Wilson continued his course of "Watchful
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Waiting" until his growing dislike of Huerta and the ineffectivenss of
his diplomatic efforts forced him to support Carranza. Early in January,
1914, Wilson recognized the belligerence of the Constitutionalists. On
January 27 the State Department began discussions with Luis Cabrera,
a representative of the Carranza faction, an action favored by the
Foreign Relations committees of Congress. On February 3 the government lifted the embargo on arms sales to Carranza.
Throughout these proceedings Gov. Oscar B. Colquitt's position
on Mexico's political problems and their subsequent impact on border
violence affected events. Criticizing both Taft and Wilson, he threatened
to "take the situation into his own hands." Tn February, 1914, Secretary
of State William Jennings Bryan cautioned against sending Texas
Rangers across the border. Colquitt could therefore, argue that the
federal government prevented him from solving problems in the Valley.
In fact, he stated that some kind of military action, including a possible
invasion, was neccssary.l
Responding on March 9, 1914, not so much as an attack on
Colquitt as a defense of Wilson, Sheppard stated emphatically that the
majority of Texans supported the policy of the President rather than
the saber rattling rumblings of the Governor. Any sort of bellicose
response or action, he asserted, might involve the United States in a
war with Mexico, a situation which would be far worse than sporadic
raiding. Then he explained that most of the residents of the Valley
were Mexican Americans who were exploited by reactionary white
bosses. He added that in border affairs Colquitt reflected the interests
of the wealthy rather than that of Texans or Americans.'
Colquitt responded the next day at a convention of the Cattle
Raisers Association meeting in Fort Worth. Tn a blistering speech he
damned Washington in general and Wilson, Bryan, and Sheppard in
particular. Using the Administration as a scapegoat, he blamed anarchy
in the Valley on Wilson. He also quipped that he could get more
efficient service from Mexico than from Bryans State Department. But
he was especially angry at Sheppard for saying that the people of Texas
did not support their Governor. He even challenged Sheppard to an
old fashioned political "shoot-out," wherein both men would resign their

present positions and run for the Senate seat. This contest would
demonstrate clearly who had the support of the constituency. In the
meantime Texans could survive without a Senator, he caustically

asserted, since they had done so for years, with Charles A. Culberson
ailing and Sheppard unwilling to represent the state's interests.'
Realizing that a debate with Colquitt would be unproductive and
therefore pointless, Sheppard declined to reply. Tn 1914, nevertheless,
he was again involved in political bickering-this time regarding the
gubernatorial race. He had a minor interest in the election since the

42

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

prohibitionists were confident of victory and united behind Thomas H.
Ball of Houston. But Sheppard overreacted when political newcomer
James E. Ferguson 01 Temple entered the race. On July 16 he stated
unequivocally that he, along with other prominent Democrats, including
Wilson, Bryan, and even Bailey, supported Ball. Although remaining
in Washington through the summer campaign, he actively opposed
"Farmer Jim" for the governor's chair."

Ferguson, to the amazement 01 Sheppard and other observers, won
convincingly in the Democratic Primary and then overwhelmingly in
the November election. In retrospect, however, his appeal was apparent.
Like many Texans he had been both a poor larmer and an itinerant
laborer. Although having little education, he became a lawyer and a
successlul businessman. Furthermore, he exploited the electorate's
weariness with the liquor question by appearing neutral on the issue,
even though he was an avowed "wet," and pas ibly more important, he
had no political experience and therelore no record to delend, no
enemies to fight. "
For several months Sheppard had no conflicts with the new governor. But in October, 1915, he became a tool of Ferguson's unprincipled
use 01 the news media. He did not realize that Ferguson (like Colquitt
belore him) would try to gain political support in Texas by using Washington as a whipping boy for border troubles. He was shocked when a
series 01 telegrams which he had exchanged with the Governor were
released to the Austin press on October 27. In the first communieation
he had merely expressed concern for the problems in the Valley and
his willingness to help. He was astonished when Ferguson wired back
an angry and facetious reply in which the Governor implied that the
Senator had not been concerned until now and that his suggestions were
only useless generalizations and trite platitudes. Still unaware of Ferguson's purpose, Sheppard responded naively:

J regret that you seem to have misconstrued the spirit of my
telegram 01 this morning. I sent it in the best 01 feeling and
good faith and with a desire as a citizen to be of some assis-

tance to the Governor of my State and to a large section of
my people in frightful crisis. After earefully looking into the
situation will answer your inquiries speeifically.
Then he received another full broadside:
Your telegram ... which I more deeply resent than I did the
first is received. You well know that for months the Governor
of the state, the citizens of Brownsville, the State Rangers,
peace officers and the ational Army have heroically struggled
with the border trouble. Hence your message attempting to
tell me what the state shnuld do and insinuating that the state,
through me had done nothing to relieve the borde.r situation is
a piece of crude politics ...
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At this point Sheppard decided to end the cannonading, realizing that
correspondence with Ferguson was fruitless and politically damaging.
He simply stated that he had no feeling of resentment against the Governor. He was still bitter at such treattnent, but the fight ended because
of affairs in Europe and problems with Pancho Villa."
On November 4, soon after his telegram debate with Ferguson,
Sheppard wired President Wilson his suggestions for handling border
violence. In retrospect, his analysis was incisive and his recommendations wise, for he clearly understood the racial nature of the conflict as
well as the national differences. He asked that a ranking officer remain
in the Valley to oversee the operation to suppress the raids. He also
favored the use of radio to improve communications, autos for greater
mobility, and light artillery for a possible conflict. In the long run he
maintained that the federal government should build forts along the
Rio Grande and a road to connect them. He further "ked that some
kind of reciprocal "hot pursuit" treaty (allowing authorities on both
sides to chase wrongdoers across the Rio Grande) be negotiated with
the Constitutionalists.' 3
After "Pancho" Villa raided Columbus, New Mexico, on March 9,
1916, Carranza and Wilson negotiated the mutual "hot pursuit" protocol
-but this solution proved inadequate. General John J. "Blackjack"
Perishing commanded an American Punitive Expedition which penetrated deep into Mexico chasing Villa, who frustratingly remained out
of reach. Then, Carranza ordered the American forces to leave the
country. Raids across the Rio Grande continued, including attacks on
Glen Springs and Boquillas, Texas. With pressing concerns in Europe
and no real support in the United States for a war with Mexico, Wilson
complied with Carranza's demand and withdrew the Punitive Expedition
on February 5, 1917."
After this frustrating experience Sheppard renewed a battle with
an old adversary, Joseph W. Bailey. Both men were nearly legendary
orators, but there the similarities ended. For fifteen years they had
been on opposing sides of many a political battle. Sheppard had sided
with the anti-Bailey forces from the time of the Waters-Pierce Oil
Company controversy." Not surprisingly, they also had clashed over
the Texas prohibition campaign of 1911. Bailey had actively supported
Jacob Wolters, Sheppard's opponent in the Senate ejection of 1912, and
therefore had been an almost constant critic of Sheppard and his political
positions, especially on woman's suffrage, prohibition, child labor, and
the tariff.
Some scholars have argued that personality conflicts and internecine strife were inevitable in a state ruled by one party. But this
Sheppard~Bailey feud was more fundamental, more significant, in some
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ways symbolic of a larger debate if not a change in American society.
Bailey was like a Texas live oak, strong, resilient, with deep roots in
Texas soil. As a representative of nineteenth-century America, he
envisioned a society in which the only participants were the people and
the government. He therefore favored a laissez faire approach to the
economy and a strict statcs' rights federal polity. He sincerely believed
that the cause of freedom and justicc was best served by protecting the
individual from the federal government. Sheppard, on the othcr hand,
reflected the philosophy of government that developed after what
intellectual historian Henry Steele Commager called the "watershed of
the nineties." He feared a new threat to the people, specifically the
growth of huge corporations which had changed the political and
economic game. He was convinced that private business could and
would exploit the people as much or more than the government. He
therefore rejected the dogmas of states' rights and laissez jaire economics,
while at the same time striving for the goals of human freedom and
justice which those ideas had at onc time served.'"
These fundamental differences made conflict bctween the two men
nearly inevitable. And Bailey was a formidable foe. In May, 1916, he
controlled the Tcxas State Democratic Convention; he influenced that
group to pass resolutions in opposition to Woman suffrage and national
prohibition. He also engineered the election of William Poindexter as
National Committeeman, defeating a Sheppard associate, Thomas B.
Love of Dallas. As a result, every time the hint of a Bailey candidacy
in 19 J 8 arosc, as it often did after 1916, Sheppard had reason to
worry.17

Despite this, as well as the fact that many voters rejected Wilson
and rcacted to a "Red Scare" hysteria by voting against progressives,
Sheppard had little opposition in the campaign of 1918. Whatever the
reason, Sheppard's excellent record of service, thc Scventeenth Amendment allowing the direct election of Senators, or the war, Bailey decided
not to oppose the young Senator. Sheppard even received thc endorsement of Jacob Wolters. So with only token opposition, he won renomination and reelection easily."
What can be learned about the Tcxas elcctorate of 1918 from this
ovcrwhelming endorsement of Morris Sheppard? Some voted for him
because of his excellent record of service in the day-to-day Senate
responsibilities. Others supported his record as a progressive. Still
others liked his wholesome, religious, and nearly naive image, onc which
gave him an appeal over the more seasoned, traditional politicians.
Perhaps Texans were not as conservative as some historians have maintained, but Sheppard did fight a long battle for prohibition and he was,
therefore, perceived as essentially a prohibitionist rather than a progressive. For many Texans opposition to liquor was the bridge from
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the laissez taire approach to a more active role of the federal government
in society. An Anglo Protestant Texan could easily take the short step
from eliminating the evils of the saloon to stopping the wrongs of child
labor. He could also see that opposition to the "beer barons" was not
drastically different from curbing the exploitative practices of steel,
railroad, or banking magnates. But fundamentally, emotionally, religiously, the Anglo Protestant Texas was opposed to strong drink. And
Sheppard rode that emotional wave to a second term in the United
States Senate. l~
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BACK TO THE LAND: THE WOODLAKE COMMUNITY,
1933.1943
by Michael G. Wade
The Woodlake Community is part of the back-to-the-Iand tradition
in the United States. Originating as a philanthropic effort to restore
cut-over East Texas timber land to productivity in the 1920s, Woodlake
in 1933 became a project of the Texas Relief Administration, whose
goal was to construct a self-sufficient rural community for the resettlement of urban relief families. As such, it became the New Deal's first
rural rehabilitation community and it demonstrated in microcosm many
of the problems that ultimately proved fatal to the New Deal community
program.
The Woodlake story has its origins in the East Texas timber boom
that lasted from roughly 1875 to 1925. The mining of this region's
great forests produced timber barons and many thousands of acres of
cut-over land no longer able to support the thousands of persons
attracted by the lumbering bonanza. The experience of Trinity County
is perhaps representative.
In 1881, the Sabine branch of the International and Great Northern
Railroad was extended through Trinity County, providing the transport
facilities necessary to exploit that county's vast expanses of pine timber.
Late in 1881, John Martin Thompson and Henry Tucker began the land
purchases that ultimately endowed the Thompson and Tucker Lumber
Company with 12,000 acres of prime timber land. Their operation
centered around a lumber boom town which was christened Willard.
A mill was erected and began production in May, 1882, eventually
processing 13,000 feet of lumber a day. In October, 1882, a successor
mill began processing 45,000 feet a day. By 1909, the company's
milling capacity peaked at 100,000 feet per day. By 1911, the Willard
mill had exhausted the surrounding forests and the site was abandoned.
Willard's 1200 inhabitants, like so many others in Trinity County, lapsed
into depression conditions as rail service was curtailed and property

values plummeted.'
J. Lewis Thompson, one of John Martin Thompson's seven sons
and the president of Thompson and Tucker since 1902, retained the
family home and the 12,000 acres. However, Thompson moved to
Houston where he pursued banking interests and supported proposals
to create a state forestry commission. Thompson volunteered for army
service during World War I. Before embarkation, he deeded the land
in Trinity County to his wife, Helen Kerr Thompson.'
Michael G, Wade teaches at Appalachian State University.
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Mrs. Thompson, daughter of pioneer Texas horticulturist John S.
Kerr, began to spend her time there and became painfully aware of the
depressed economy of Trinity County. Determined to make her property
a profitable investment, Helen Thompson set out to create a model
farming operation. She had learned from her father the importance of
crop diversification and secured advice from Texas A&M on rebuilding
the soil.' A confident, independent woman, Mrs. Thompson managed
the operation herself, aided by tenant farmers who were given the
opportunity to buy their own farms on easy terms. Her use of organic
fertilizers and green manures calls to mind Louis Bromfield's Pleasant
Valley, the conservationist classic on the restoration of Bromfield's wornout ancestral farm in Ohio.
Mrs. Thompson named the farm "Woodlake" for the scenic lake
that had supplied the mill with water. She preached the dictum "a crop
for every month of the year" and expected her tenants to practice it.
A professional accountant kept her supplied with detailed reports on
the farm's progress. Her leadership combined with Lewis Thompson's
money to make a somewhat expensive success of the venture. By the
late 1920s, twenty-nine farms were operational on the Thompson
property, raising corn, cotton, tomatoes and chickens, with the energetic
and strong-willed Mrs. Thompson the unifying force.'
The Depression struck Woodlake a serious blow by weakening J.
Lewis Thompson's financial position and reducing agricultural prices.
The Woodlake farmers were forced to subsistence level, but held
together as Helen Thompson began in 1932 to seek outside financial
support. After several unsuccessful efforts to enlist aid, Mrs. Thompson
appealed to Texas relief administrator Colonel Lawrence Westbrook,
and convinced him that Woodlake could be expanded into a workable
relief project.'
Thompson and W. L. Dickey subsequently sold about 3,200 and
1,000 acres, respectively of their cut-over hoidings to the Texas Rural
Communities Project.' Dallas architect David Williams was then enlisted
to design a rural community and supervise its building. Williams, father
of indigenous architecture in Texas, had already contemplated ruralindustrial communities for the unemployed in Dallas. Between 1916
and 1921, he had constructed prefabricated housing for Mexican oilfield
workers in the Tampico back country and envisioned a nationwide rural

community program. His job was to draw plans for modern, low-cost
housing and to layout streets, fields, parks and a community building.
The objective was to create an attractive, comfortable living environment
that combined space for subsistence gardening with as many city conveniences as possible. Westbrook was impressed with Williams' community building experience in Mexico and Dallas and gave him great
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liberty in organizing an efficient but inexpensive pattern for a rural
community.
Born on the West Texas panhandle frontier in 1890, Williams
ohserved throughout his lifetime the waning of the frontier's influence
on American life. It trouhled him. Williams thought many domestic
problems were related to the passing of the frontier and the emergence
of industrialism. To Williams, the frontier connoted simplicity, adventure and opportunity. Unsettled land afforded freedom of action and
offered eventual security to those who would work for it. Williams
recognized that freedom was a two-edged sword. Freedom often hecame
license as pioneers ravaged the landscape, denuding it of its timber, its
soil and its game. The exhaustion of the frontier rendered such profligacy increasingly difficult but also diminished opportunities to satisfy
the pioneering instinct which remained strong and required an outlet
that the cities were unable to satisfy. Williams thought tbe United
States was faced with a serious imbalance of population created by the
dense concentration of people in cities. Like many planners of the
1930s, Williams assumed that there was a widespread demand from the
people to return to the land.'
Williams believed that urban overpopulation resulted from the
pervasive appeal of the machine in its glamorous big city setting:
The Machines called the men from the land-beckoning as
sirens called men from the sea. The men came with the simple
hand tools of their fathers to serve the Machines and to make
more Machines until the Machines rose up and whipped the
men.'

In the cities, millions lost their skills with native hand tools as
they grew accustomed to the productivity of the machines which provided comforts yet filled the country full of unnecessary ugly things
which made loud noises and screamed at them from every corner. '"
When technological advances rendered entire classes of jobs obsolete,
workers were left stranded without jobs and without saleable skills in
an economy increasingly unable to absorb the available work force. The

depression magnified the problem. Industry, even under government
pressure, was not hiring the jobless and could never employ most of
them. The prospect was that these people would become permanent
public charges, trapped with their families in urban slums.
Williams argued that the slum situation was debilitating, destructive
and dangerous. Urban low-income families had to live under conditions

that tended to fragment the family structure so vital to national stability.
Efforts at self-expression were stifled and too often the dissatisfaction
of the poor surfaced in crime statistics. Low income families suffered
from deficiencies of sunlight and pure air and got overdoses of noise,
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dirt and noxious fumes. The physical and intellectual development of
children in this environment was frequently retarded and· damaged
beyond repair. There were other weaknesses as well. The task of
supplying congested centers with necessary goods and services was
expensive and wasteful. Further concentrations of population and industry in one section of the country were vulnerable points of attack in
cases of war. " Williams saw in a mass housing program an opportunity
to replace slums with decent low-income housing, to relocate surplus
urban population in planned communities and to provide millions of
jobs for those currently on relief.
The general plan which Williams conccived followed to an extent
the European pattern of the farm-village. It consisted of a compact
central community composed of houses situated on three-acre plots
which were to be used for vegetable, fruit and small livestock production. '" The community was surrounded by farm land. William's plans
specified two groups of fifty houses each located on opposite sides of
State Highway 106. A wide avenue connected the sections and there
were tree-lined main streets in each segment. The church, school, trading
post and other community buildings were located in a central area
adjacent to a 255-acre park and the housing. Each fifty house section
comprised ISO acres and was adjoined by one of the two 600 acre
fields. Distance between homes was minimized by locating them near
property lines. This fostered neighborliness while providing adequate
garden space. Completing the community plan were the small farms
belonging to Helen Thompson's former tenants." The plan reflected
a conscious effort to make rural life more attractive while minimizing
the cost.
The key to economy in the Woodlake housing project lay in
Williams's requirement that the homes be indigenous to the area. Native
architectural forms, in addition to their aesthetic value, would make
maximum use of available local resources and would contain in their
design the built-in comfort factors characteristic of a Williams home.
The comfort features meant for the homesteaders a minimum outlay
for heating and cooling. Williams designed two basic houses with floor
plans that could be easily altered in order to provide variety in the
houses. The first was a log cabin designed to be built on wooded land

and the second was a frame house which was to be huilt on cleared
land. Both logs and timber were procured by clearing the settler's land
of second growth pine. A study of Texas farm houses had shown that
some 65 % lacked funning water, screens, sanitary facilities and electricity. The Woodlake houses would include all of these features plus
pine panelling."
The plans were completed in December 1933 and construction
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began in January of 1934. Because the Texas Relief Commission was
not legally able to borrow money for such a project, Texas Rural
Communities, Incorporated, was organized to be the legal governing
body for all funding and construction. '" The homes were constructed
by their future residents and by Civil Works Administration labor crews.
Part of Williams's plan was to utilize the skills that the prospective
homesteaders had gained from urban industrial work. Williams standardized the construction insofar as was possible to simplify the skills
required for work crews. Williams found the CWA crews inefficient,
a factor which resulted in an eventual cost overrun of 12% over the
appraised value of the homes. Since relief labor was allowed to work
only four or five days a month, new relief crews had to be broken in
each week." Williams offset this bureaucratic inefficiency somewhat
by setting up a centrally located mill on the site for prefabrication of
aU materials. He donated much of the necessary tools and equipment
for tbe mill, which produced housing components easily erected by
unskilled relief workers. The procedure minimized the need for supervisory personnel and was basically the same technique which Williams
had successfully employed when building low-cost housing in Mexico.
With this machinery, a sturdy, well-oriented and ventilated five room
frame house with modern conveniences cost approximately $1,500. The
total cost of a unit, i.e., land, house, outbuildings, stock and eqnipment,
averaged just over $2,000. This did not include the cost of the community center or utilities, which were to be amortized by service charges,
fees, tolls, or taxes according to the facility involved. If charged
proportionately to the family units, those facilities would have run the
cost somewhat over $3,000." The construction plan also made for
speed; the one hundred houses and community facilities were ready for
occupancy by June 1, 1934.
The key to the Woodlake system was to be cooperation. Community facilities were basically designed to achieve economic efficiencies
to alleviate the drudgery of rural life, and to foster a sense of community. In the 1930s, cooperation was thought to have assured the
success of many frontier communities and thus it seemed reasonable

that it would be useful in a modern frontier situation. The 1930s version,
however, institutionalized cooperation whereas it had occurred spontaneously on the frontier. '" Nonetheless, cooperation appeared to offer
many advantages.
The community-owned farms, for example, afforded economics
of scale unattainable by the individual small farmer. The size of the
farms enabled great savings in work, stock, machinery, farm implements,
and cropping supervision. Crop control would also be easier in a community which had to develop commercial crops that would not cause
established farmers to complain of government competition. Coopera-
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tion meant marketing advantages as well. The cooperative mass production of eggs enabled the community to secure a contract with the
Texas Oil Company for eggs at thirty-three cents a dozen year round,
even in the glutted summer market. This arrangement assured a small
but steady income which would be necessary to the success of Woodlake.
1D

The community facilities were designed to bring urban amenities
to the country. There was a large park containing two lakes, a bath
house, and a pavilion of native stone. The community center was built
of stone and logs and provided a site for social and cultural events.
The trading post, water system and cold storage plant provided services
at a reasonable rate. The cost for cold storage was $1.25 per month
while electricity was furnished at 8¢ per kilowatt hour with a minimum
outlay of $2.40 per house per month. The prices at the post were
generally the same as those prevailing in neighboring communities with
some items priced higher:" These expenses, while reasonable, still
required cash which the colonists were chronically short of once the
jobs associated with construction of Woodlake were completed. To
minimize expenses and maximize food self~sufficiency, there was a food
processing plant at the work center. Woodlake residents put up some
47,500 cans of tomatoes and large quantities of other food in the summer and fall of 1934. Sufficient feed was stored to carry botlr work
stock and dairy cows through the winter. The dairy supplied the community's milk needs and provided additional outside income."
Woodlake's educational system reflected Williams's and Westbrook's belief in progressive education. The ten-room schoolhouse contained classrooms for the children and highly functional workshops for
the adults. There were school gardens and the farm and dairy were
considered extensions of the classrooms. The children learned not only
reading, writing and arithmetic, but also conservation, cooperation and
crafts. Children and adults alike could come to appreciate their
regional heritage and develop skills by learning indigenous arts and
crafts. Exhibit cases were built into the walls so that the community
could gradually make a natural history museum for their section of the
state and display small exhibits of handicrafts. Williams expected that
youngsters in the community could be quickly developed to do most
of this creative work:' They would be taught by unemployed craftsmen
who abounded in Houston and Dallas. Community members could
spend their time in shops sewing, weaving and working with leather,
metal or wood; such activities might provide extra income for the residents. Williams's plan called for the making of native Texas furniture
out of local hardwoods; much of the community's furniture was built
at the site. Woodlake craftsmen later secured a contract to build furniture for the Hockaday School in Dallas. Williams expected that this
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and other craft ventures would help develop community pride. Even
household skills received attention; housewives had school come to them
in the form of trained home economists who visited regularly." Williams
in essence wove into his design the John Dewey precept that the school
be an organic part of the community by conceiving of the entire community as a school.
With regard to Woodlake and other Federal Emergency Relief
Administration rural colonies, Williams had emphasized at the outset
that the communities were experimental in nature and certainly no
panacea. The construction period was attended by glowing optimism
as settlers got cash for their labors and the prospect of a new home in
the near future. There were, of course, delays and problems, but by
and large the FERA communities were erected with greater speed and
economy than those built by the Division of Subsistence Homesteads.
More serious problems began to surface as the communities were
occupied and the task of making the projects economically and socially
viable began. Woodlake was the first community to be occupied and
the problems experienced there closely approximated the difficulties
that would confound subsequent FERA communities.
Cooperation on a broad scale was essential to the success of the
FERA communities. Unlike the subsistence homesteads communities,
which proposed to rely for income entirely on an expected decentralization of industry, the rural rehabilitation communities were to have an
additional economic base. Income was to be derived from cooperative
farming, from cooperative processing and from crafts operations. For
example, the two community farms at Woodlake were to produce most
of the $60,000 annual income required to keep the venture operating."
The Woodlake and subsequent experiences demonstrated not so much
the value of cooperation as the folk adage about old dogs learning new
tricks. Conservative local sponsors, who were primarily interested in
jobs and money for their regions, often perceived in the cooperative
approach a threat to the local status quo. The colonists, despite careful
selection"" and briefing processes never fully understood the cooperative

concept and were generally unable to make an effective transition from
urban to rural life.
At Woodlake, over three hundred strangers had been brought
together with no tradition or heritage to give the community strength.
Too often before such cohesion could develop, community problems
became insurmountable and radical changes resulted. The problems
grew out of misunderstandings, personality conflicts and human nature
in general. Williams and Westbrook had hoped that cooperation would
provide greater freedom for individual expression. In fact, an excess of
individuality threatened to wreck Woodlake and sister projects. The
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planners had assumed that the individual three-acre plots at Woodlake
would provide sufficient opportunity for the erstwhile agrarians to
express their economic individualism. Such was not the case. Those
who truly wanted to farm demanded more land and resented it when
coopcrative field work took them from their own small plots. Even the
twenty acre farmsteads at Dyess, Arkansas, did not satisfy real farmers.
Those who were not farmers at heart grew more discontented as the
sun grew hotter.
All community jobs were assigned the same rate of pay regardless
of difficulty and those toiling in the fields were jealous of those working
in the cool dairy. The farm manager at Woodlake, a salaried employee
whose work assignments took precedence over all other obligations,
became the focal point of the residents' general and growing antipathy
toward government supervision.'" At the famous Matanuska project in
Palmer, Alaska, local business interests attempted, sometimes with
success, to procure non-competitive financial relationships through
political influence. 21 In many communities, the superintendents were
charged with inefficicncy and there were complaints about bureaucratic
delays. There was some truth in the charges. Williams himself attributed
thc delays and demoralization at Pine Mountain, Georgia, to the
deficiencies and non-cooperation of the project manager.'" In many
cascs, however, the complaints indicated the intractability of the relief
clients themselves.
Sevcral studies of the New Deal communities have noted the role
that settler psychology played in the community difficulties. The
colonists' relief and unemployment experiences had altered their selfconcepts and they were often highly suspicious and uncooperative. At
Woodlake, Helen Thompson was accused of trying to profit from the
project. With "slow-downs," Woodlakers showed their displeasure with
field work, but worried about their lack of cash and mounting debts
while complaining about the barter system. They failed to understand
that most rural families saw little cash during the depression. To rectify
their money shortage and to make management aware of their suffering,
c1icnts withheld cggs from the cooperative. They traded them for bootleg whiskey or sold them in neighboring towns for higher prices."
Partly because settlers could not own their respective plots immediately

and partly because their commitment to the community was superficial,
there were numerous defections. Colonists at Woodlake sneaked off
to go job hunting in Houston and defaulted on their agreements if they
found satisfactory work.

In addition, therc were broadcr political problems. Commercial
farmers and manufacturers, particularly southern furniture manufacturers, complained to Congress that they were the victims of government
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subsidized competition. Many conservative rural politicians resented
the focus on tenants and sharecroppers, apparently feeling that their
socio-economic system could not withstand scrutiny. At any rate, the
cooperative structure had, by 1936, become the focal point for a wide
variety of dissatisfactions with the FERA community program. Indeed,
opposition to the entire New Deal community effort was mounting.
On June 30, 1936, all FERA communities save three were transferred to the Resettlement Administration, which proceeded to reorganize them according to its own philosophy. The individual fates of the
communities varied. Woodlake was reorganized into small individual
farms operated by new families with farming experience. Then, in 1937,
Woodlake was transferred along with all former RA and FERA communities to the Farm Security Administration, today the Farmer's Home
Administration. With this change, several families moved away, leaving
a number of vacant houses for use by the National Youth
Administration.
An NYA Community Work and Guidance Center for boys was
instituted and a work training program was established for out-of-school,
out-of-work youth. The brainchild of David Williams, who had become
Assistant Administrator for the NYA in August, 1936, the Community
Work and Guidance Centers were among the most successful of the
New Deal's social programs. At Woodlake, young men from neighboring
counties received job counseling and vocational training in groups of
fifty to one hundred. The various programs were locally administered
arid made extensive use of community resources.
In 1943, the federal government moved to sever its connection with
the New Deal communities, as mounting Congressional pressures forced
an auction of all government-held community properties. Many families
bought their farms but numerous Woodlake homes were purchased by
outsiders and removed from the project. In addition, Woodlake proved
attractive to a number of couples retiring from city jobs. The overall
result was a reduction in population and the Woodlake School was
consolidated with Groveton. In the early 1950s the school facilities
were sold to the Texas General Baptist Convention for use as a summer
youth camp." The land was turned into pastures and today only scant
evidence remains that the Woodlake community ever existed. Most of
the other communities suffered roughly similar fates, and auction receipts
did not in any instance approach expenditures.
Though Woodlake and similar projects operated at a loss and
largely failed to establish permanent communities, there were some
bright spots. Regardless of its final disposition, Woodlake provided
jobs, large sums of spendable money, and taxable assets where few had
previously existed. Williams's little towns were an integral part of
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Roosevelt's pump-priming strategy; they generated a great deal of
optimism and excitement in a dark and dreary period. Since relief labor
was used in construction and because colonists were automaiically
removed from relief rolls, much of the money expended on communities
would have been spent anyway. Paul Conkin noted that the communities
represented more tangible and lasting accomplishments than most other
relief expenditures." Finally, Woodlake represents an approach to
human-oriented, low-cost housing whose full value remains to be
explored. The area and site planning done at WOOdlake and sister
projects was years ahead of any such work being done in the United
States in the 1930s."
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BOOK REVIEWS
Lufkin: From Sawdust to Oil. By Elaine Jackson. (Gulf Publishing
Company, P.O. Box 2608, Houston, Texas 77001), 1982.
Photographs, bibliography, index. p. 241. $24.95.
Lufkin Foundry and Machine Company changed its corporate
identity to Lufkin Industries in 1970, but to generations of Lufkinites
it will remain simply "the foundry."
Since its founding as a sawmill repair shop in 1902, the history of
"the foundry" has been inexorably intertwined with that of Lufkin,
providing much of the capital, leadership and impetus for the city's
business and community progress.
It was no accident that the company's corporate history was published in 1982; while Lufkin celebrates its centennial, Lufkin Industries
simultaneously marks 80 years of existence.
Most business histories tend to be mundane and tilted somewhat
to the corporation's machinations, but "Lufkin: From Sawdust to Oil"
is delightfully lacking in that respect. Its appeal lies largely in the warm
personal stories that flow through the corporate history like yellow
jasamine threading its way through a pine plantation.
For example, there's the story of the foundry's traditional badger
hunts, which began in the early 1940s when newly-hired employees
would be baited into preparing for the unleashing of an angry badger
from a box, only to discover that he was dealing with a chamber pot
and a handful of scrap metal.
Community historians who thought they knew everything about
the foundry's history will find appetizing morsels of information that
do much to humanize the company's corporate growth. Many of the
stories poke gentle fun at three generations of the Trout family which,
more than any other family, shaped the company's direction. It is rare
that a corporate history will treat the family founders with anything more
than unabashed respect and wonderment, but as a result of Elaine
Jackson's artful storytelling the Trouts come across as a family genuinely
concerned with the company's employees, shareholders and community.
The book is attractively illustrated with hundreds of black-andwhite and color photographs, many of which have never been published
in Lufkin.

"Lufkin: From Sawdust to Oil" is prescribed reading for anyone
interested in Lufkin, oil, the forest products industry or East Texas
business histories.

Bob Bowman
Tyler, Texas
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Lumberjacks and Legislators: Political Economy of the U.S. Lumber
Industry, 1890-/941. By William G. Robbins. (Texas A&M University Press, College Station, Texas 77843), 1982. Illustrations,
bibliography, index. p. 268. $22.50.
In this study, William G. Robbins has presented a revisionist interpretation of the politics and economics of the American lumber industry
during the half-century before World War II. The book is the latest in
the Environmental History Series of the Texas A&M University Press
with Martin V. Melosi as general editor. The volume is well-edited,
adequately illustrated, and attractively printed.
In succinct fashion, Robbins described and analyzed the development of the lumber industry beginning with the bonanza era in the late
nineteenth century which he described as the "Great Barbecue" (16).
Successively he traced the economic problems and political responses
which led to the Forest Management Act of 1897, the developing conservation movement, and the upgrading and expansion of the U.S. Forest
Service. The same years saw the rise of industry-led trade associations,
such as the West Coast Lumbermen's Association (WCLA), the Western
Pine Association (WPA), the National Lumber Manufacturers Association (NLMA), and the Southern Pine Association (SPA. The officials
of these organizations often spoke for the industry and had an important
influence on legislation, both state and federal. World War I brought
a flurry of prosperity to the lumber industry but the boom ended with
the sharp recession of 1921 and the industry returned to a period of
unstable prices, over-production, and threats of anti-trust prosecution.
The Great Depression of 1930 plunged the lumber industry into
complete collapse. Some owners desperately dumped their lumber on
the market at any price and many closed their mills permanently.
Seeking a way out of the chaos, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
established the National Recovery Administration which directed the
drafting of codes of fair practices for all major industries, including the
lumber industry. This section on the rise and fall of the NRA lumber
code, described by Robbins as "Tbe Great Experiment in Self-Government," was especially well-developed, having appeared earlier as an
article in the Journal of Forest History (July, 198\). The study concludes with the coming of World War II and the mobilization of American business, including the lumber manufacturers, for the global war
effort.
In his research Robbins has leaned heavily on the papers of West
Coast lumber spokesmen, especially Wilson Compton (NLMA) and
David T. Mason (WPA). In dealing with the South and Lake States
he has relied largely on secondary materials, which has resulted in a
partial imbalance in the presentation of the national picture. Writing
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from the position of the "New Left" Robbins strongly criticized both
the traditional lumber leaders of the bonanza era and also the progressive reformers, both professionai foresters and conservation-minded
industrialists who sought to stabilize and modernize the industry, and
to persuade Congress to regulate the long range policies of the forest
products industry.
This is a well-written, informative, and provocative book. If read
critically, it provides an important addition to the literature of the
economics and politics of a major industry in the United States.
Robert S. Maxwell I
Nacogdoches, Texas

50 Years in Texas Politics. By Richard Morehead. (Eakin Press, P.O.
Box 178, Burnet, TX 7861 I), 1982. Photographs, illustrations,
index. p. 324. $16.95.
As a member of the Dallas Morning News' Austin Bureau from
1942 until 1978, and its chief for fourteen years before his retirement,
Richard Morehead knew personally every governor from Miriam (Ma)
Ferguson to Bill Clements. The stated purpose of his book is to examine
this fifty year period (1933-1982), to analyze the vast political changes
that took place during this period, and to "improve our understanding
of politics and government during this fifty years."
Written in typical journalistic style, this most readable volume is
based not only on the first hand observations of the author, starting in
the 1920s as a journalism student at the University of Texas, but also
leans heavily on news articles of the period and on the author's original
columns. The main focus of the book is on the interlocking relationship
between Texas and national politics-and the impact each had on the
other.
While Mr. Morehead accurately and fairly captures the essence of
the period, his praise for the men who served the state as chief executives
during this period seems at times overdone. Evaluations include such
statements as:
Buford Jester: "Perhaps the most effective governor Texas
ever had."

Allan Shivers: "He may have been the best governor of his
time."
John Connally: "None within my memory has been such a
strong leader in proposing programs for state government
and seeing them adopted."
Preston Smith: '"The most conscientious governor . .."
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Bill Clements: "A quick learner ... a skilled salesman. A
man who surrounded himself with able people in the
capitol. "

These comments are illustrative of the generally favorable treatment
the author gives the political figures under consideration. Those who
hope to find an analysis of both the strengths and the weaknesses of
the men who shaped Texas politics during this period will not find it
here.
This volume is recommended for those thoroughly familiar with
recent Texas history. The general reader would probably prefer a more
integrated narrative account of the period. The author deliberately
avoids a simple chronological accounting of events for a method that
weaves numerous related events into a description of the administration
under consideration. For example, while discussing the W. Lee O'Daniel
administration he introduces the topic of "disenchantment with the New
Deal" and then devotes some eight pages to a lengthy discussion of the
liberal-conservative conflict in Texas from the 1930s down to the 1980s.
To the knowledgeable reader the discussion is not only pertinent but
of value; to the layman such a digression from the topic at hand may
create some confusion.
While this book lacks a philosophical or analytical framework for
an understanding of Texas politics and does not attempt to draw conclusions or make evaluations, it gives considerable insight into the state's
recent political history and should be a worthy addition to both public
and private libraries.
J. David Cox
Stephen F. Austin State University
Journey to Pleasant Hill: The Civil War Letters of CapUlin Elijah P.
Petty's Walker's Texas Division, CSA. Edited by Norman D.
Brown. (Institute of Texan Cultures, P.O. Box 1226, San Antonio,
TX 78294), 1982. Illustrations, index. p. 471. Hardbound
$35.00, leatherbound, 2 volumes $75.00.

Rare i~ the Confederate diary or letter collection written in a
polished, literary style that reveals both military advisor and domestic
interlocutor to the contemporary reader. Selected readings from Bell
Wiley'S The Life of Johnny Reb is one such volume; Journey to Pleasant
Hill may also be recommended in the same breath.
Elijah Parsons Petty, born in Dover, Stewart County, Tennessee,
practiced law in the Stewart County circuit courts and in I8Sl emigrated
to Bastrop, Texas with his family, was the author of several Civil War
letters to his wife Margaret and daughter Ella and younger children.
O. Scott Petty inherited the Petty letters from his grandfather, and he
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permitted editor Norman Brown, associate professor of history at the
University of Texas, to publish Captain Petty's Civil War correspondence.
Journey to Pleasant Hill is a conspicuous literary event because
the Bastrop native reveals himself in his letters as Captain of F Company,
the Seventeenth Texas Infantry Regiment, reflecting on the tedium of
camp life or the incessant forced marches through Arkansas and Louisiana as an officer in "Walker's Greyhounds," and, as domestic counselor,
advising his wife on the perils of home management and his daughter
on the finer points of etiquette. A strict disciplinarian, Captain Petty's
November 30, 1863 camp sketch recounts the punishment for hog
stealing:
I saw another new sight today. Some men were caught stealing a hog. Gen. Scurry had a hog skinned and fitted upon
them so that the skin of the head made a cap, the snout
making the vizor or brim, the ears sticking up naturally, tbe
forelegs clasping across the breast and the balance forming a
cloak and thus dressed they were marched back and forth
before the amusement of all and the mortification of themselves. (p. 186)
Deserters and Yankees earned the scorn of the Confederate Judge
Advocate. Writing to his wife Margaret on the eve of the two month
anniversary of Vicksburg's surrender, Captain Petty, excoriating those
who would disfigure "our Southern Society with the slime of deserters
and traitors" (p. 134) remarks,
There is great dissatisfaction in the army here. Men are
insubordinate and between us I would not be surprised if this
army was comparatively broken up. Men say they will go
home and let the Confederacy & War go to hell etc. I hate to
hear men speak of selling their honor & Country for selfishness in other words for a mess of pottage. (pp. 251-52)
Hopeful of the opportunity to give the Yankees "a warm reception," Captain Petty cheerfully addresses his wife from Pine Bluff,
Arkansas in January of 1863, saying, "We will receive them with bloody
hands to hospitable graves." (p. 127)
An ardent secessionist who "Spoke, electioneered, and voted for
it [secession]" and who "helped to carry Texas triumphantly out of
the accursed old Union (pp. 299-300), the Pettly letters yet witness to
a compassionate and loving father and parent, depicting a Southern
class consciousness which editor Brown aptly describes as "the cultural
and social history of the Old South's educated middle class." (preface,
xiii) A wise Polonius, Captain Petty reminds his wife in March of 1862
at the outset of his military career as a first lieutenant in Kirby's Third
Texas Infantry Battalion's defense of Galveston, "If you can get any
gold or silver save and save it good and hold on to it like death to a
sick cargo." (p. 43)
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Cognizant of the ever-depreciating worth of the Confederacy's
treasury, the Milliken Bend veteran urges his wife to "Invest your money
in something, milk, cows and horses and land, buy corn and fodder it
to keep them up---they will all perhaps pay better than Confederate
money ..." (p. 224)
To his daughter Ella the letters reveal a tenderness tinged with
paternal advice on every subject from keeping clean underclothes or
wrangling over a piano to maintaining good breeding. Cautioning her
in a letter from Tensas Bayou, Louisiana in May, 1863, daughter Ella
is instructed:
My present parting advice to you is to be the same good sweet
girl that you have ever been. To be kind & affectionate to
your mother & your brothers. To be respectful to age, dignifed
& courteous to your equals and kind & accomodating to the
young and polite to everybody. Keep a loof from the vicious
& lowbred. Dont do any thing without asking your Ma's
advice and particularly dont correspond with any body without asking your Ma's advice & let her see the letters. Dont
write to any gentleman or boy at all until you finish your
education and then only by consent of your parents. On this
last point be extremely careful. (p. 229)
This reviewer chuckled over Captain Petty's many injunctions to
his fourteen year old daughter, recalling with delight that Margaret
Pinner rode off with her twenty-one year old future husband, Elijah,
and was married at age seventeen. The father's admonishments to his
daughter, the Civil War notwithstanding, have a uniquely contemporary
appeal.
Captain Petty and Walker's Texas Division-the largest unit of
Texans in the war---saw action in four hard-fought battles: Milliken's
Bend, Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, and Jenkins Ferry, Arkansas.
Though seriously wounded at the Battle of Milliken's Bend on 7 June
1863 and sent home to recuperate, Captain Petty returned to the
"Greyhounds," and on 3 April 1864, while leading Company F into
battle at Pleasant Hill, he was mortally wounded. A fitting tribute, the
only monument on the battlefield rests on Petty's grave.
Although tbe correspondence slights any graphic battle descriptions (and necessarily so because of the strategic nature of Walker's
Division in the Trans-Mississippi Department), botb historian and
litterateur may welcome the wealth of military sagacity and homespun
mother-wit that abounds in Journey to Pleasant Hill. The Petty letters,
editor Brown's copious chapter notes describing the minutae of characters and events, and the splendid illustrations by John Groth comprise
a remarkable historical addition. It belongs on the Civil War shelf next
to Wiley and Freeman.
Robert C. Davis
Richland College
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Mary Chestnut's Civil War. Edited by C. Vann Woodward. (Yale
University Press, 92A Yale Station, New Haven, Connecticut
06520), 1981. IUustrations, index. p. 886. $29.95.

Mary Boykin Chestnut, a Southern lady and devoted Confederate,
kept a diary during the Civil War. As a member of South Carolina's
planter aristocracy and the wife of James Chestnut, Jr., a high-ranking
Confederate official, she knew most people of importance in the government and viewed the war and the South's institutions from a unique
perspective.
Although she was loyal to the Southern cause, she hated slavery
with a passion and called the institution "... a monstrous system of
wrong and iniquity. (p. 29)" But she shared the prejudices of others
of her day, referring on one occasion to a neighbor's slave as a "black

ape."
Mary Chestnut's diary has never been published in its original
form. She extensively revised her writings in 1875 and again during
the early 1880s, with the intention of publishing them. Portions of the
1880s version were published in 1905 as A Diary from Dixie, edited by
Isabella D. Martin and Myrtle Lockett Avary, and an expanded version
in 1949, edited by Ben Ames Williams.
Mary Chestnut's Civil War is a virtually complete text of the 1880s
journal. In addition, the editor of the present volume, C. Vann Woodward, has placed significant passages from the original 1860s journal
in the text and has included notes identifying notes identifying notes
identifying individuals. There is a fifty-page index.

Woodward's use of the latter version rather tban the original manuscripts has been criticized by many scholars. Woodward defends this
decision on the grounds that the final version is closer to what the
author intended to publish. He includes excerpts from the original
1860s diary "... to complement and supplement the 1880s version ..."
and to provide "... sample tests of the author's integrity. (p. xxvii)"
While critics might argue the point, Woodward maintains that the
lies in the life and the reality
real significance of Chestnut's work "
with which it endows people and events

" It should not, he argues,

be valued only"... for the information it contains. (p. xxvii)"
Mary Chestnut's Civil War, because of the many revisions, should
not be seen as a literal record of events, but as a memoir. Taken in
that context, it is one of the most remarkable works to come out of the
Civil War.
Mike Roberts
Houston, Texas
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Lone Star and Double Eagle: Civil War Letters of a German-Texas
Family. By Minetta Altgelt Goyne. (Texas Christian University
Press, Fort Worth, Texas 76129), 1982. Photographs, notes,
bibliography, index. p. 276. $15.00.

People from all over the world chose to settle in Texas in the midnineteenth century for various reasons. Not long after their arrival, they
found themselves caught up in the American Civil War.
Among the many immigrants to settle in the German colony in
New Braunfels, Texas, was the Ernst Coreth family, from Tyrol, Austria.
Coming under the auspices of the Society for the Protection of German
Immigrants in Texas, Ernst Coreth, his wife Agnes, and their five young
children arrived in New Braunfels in 1846.
Born a nobleman in Austria, Ernst Coreth, Graf (Count) von
Coreth zu Coredo, dropped all trappings of nobility in his new domicile,
save for the family coat of arms. The family crest was that of a black
double eagle with each crowned head inside a golden circle; hence the
title of the book: Lone Star and Double Eagle.
As the subtitle indicates, this book tells about the experiences of
an immigrant family of Texas during the Civil War. The aging father
Ernst, his wife, and the younger children stayed on the family farm at
New Braunfels. Three older sons, Carl, Rudolph, and Franz, served
the Confederate cause. A regular stream of correspondence was carried
on between the father and the sons, especially Rudolph.
Many of the letters, written in German, have been preserved by
family members for over a century. Then descendant Minetta Altgelt
Goyne took the arduous but pleasant task of translating, editing, and
publishing the letters. Her annotations, both in the body of the book
and in the notes, give interesting and valuable sidelights to the letters.
Father Ernst wrote of conditions on the homefront. Sons Rudolph
and Carl wrote about their experiences and thoughts in the field, all
the way from Brownsville, Texas, to Mansfield, Louisiana. There are
also a few letters by other members of the family and by friends.
Author Minetta Altgelt Goyne is to be commended for this interesting and valuable contribution to the body of knowledge relating to
Texas and the Civil War.
Robert H. Thonhoff
Fashing, Texas
Reflections on the Civil War. By Bruce Catton. Edited by John Leekley. (Doubleday & Co., Inc., Garden City, New York), 1981.
Notes, illustrations, index. pp. xxiv, 246. $15.95.
Bruce Catton's interest in the Civil War came initially from seeing
aging veterans in his boyhood Michigan home. "Those terrible names
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out of the history books-Gettysburg, Shiloh, Stone's River, Cold
Harbor-came alive through these men," he wrote in Waiting lor the
Morning Train (1972). "They had been there ... and now they stood
by the G.A.R. monument in the cemetery and listened to the orations
and the prayers and the patriotic songs, and to watch them was to be
deeply moved." Catton himself was over fifty when he won national
acclaim for his dramatic trilogy on the Union Army of the Potomac,
the last volume of which, A Stillness at Appomattox (1954), received
the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award. He had a talent for
seizing upon the small but significant detail that illuminated an entire
scene, but he also saw the war whole.
This volume, compiled from tapes Catton made for educational
distribution, is, in John Leekley's words, "a summation of the Civil
War themes with which Bruce Catton was most concerned ... It is as
close as we could come to having a conversation with Bruce Catton"
(p. xi).
To Catton, the war, for all its loss of life, was worthwhile, because
it preserved the Union and committed the country to a broader freedom
and citizenship. Even the defeated South found consolation as it lovingly
built the legend of the Lost Cause. "There was no hint in this legend
of biding one's time and waiting for a moment when there could be
revenge," he noted. "In that sense, I think the legend of the lost cause
has served the entire country very well" (pp. 227-228).
E. B. Long once asked Catton how he knew some detail of the
war. "I don't know," he answered thoughfully, "maybe I was there
(p. xxiii). Catton died in 1978. Fittingly, he was buried, with Civil
War veterans, in the country cemetery near where he was born.
H

Norman D. Brown
The University of Texas at Austin
Lee-The Last Years. By Charles Brace1and Flood. (Houghton Mifflin
Co., Two Park Street, Boston, Mass. 02108), 1981. Notes, bibliography, index. p. 308. $14.95.
If any general reader wants a good account of what happened to
Robert E. Lee after the Civil War, Charles Braceland Flood's book is
the one. The author supplemented his use of secondary sources with a

variety of letters, papers, and memoirs. Flood's work is superior to
Marshall Fishwick's Lee After the War (1963) and a worthy rival to
some chapters in volume four of D. S. Freeman's classic R. E. Lee
(1935).
Flood's strongest suit is his ability to paint vivid word-pictures.
The author takes readers along with Lee on old canal boat rides, gIves
excellent insight into the subdued existence Lee made for himself as
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president of Washington College, and recreates the fabric of upper-class
southern family life after Appomattox.
Flood has three main points to make about Lee. First, and perhaps
foremost, the general was a figure of reconciliation between North and
South. The author cites numerous examples when Lee advised southerners to reconfirm their loyalty to the Union. Second, Lee comes across
as an excellent college administrator. Lee rejuvenated Washington College Oater renamed Washington and Lee in his honor) by coaxing donations from such worthies as Cyrus McCormick, George Peabody, and
W. W. Corcoran, and by establishing new courses in business, journalism, and foreign langnages. And third, Flood is persuasive on the point
that from 1865 until his death in 1870 Lee grew in heroic stature. The
way southerners received Lee on his triumphal tour in 1870 indicated
that he was already accorded a special place in the pantheon of Confederate leaders. Thus Flood's post-war portrait of Lee is in contrast
with that of Thomas L. Connelly's stimulating and provocative Marble
Man: Robert E. Lee and His Image in American History (1977).
Flood's book is not without faults. The author has the disturbing
habit of taking a Dunning school approach, passing over much of the
scholarly work done on Reconstruction during the past twenty-five years.
And Tennessee was considered fully reconstructed after being the only
southern state to ratify the proposed 14th Amendment in 1866, not
because of "special circumstances near the end of the war" (p. 148).
These criticisms aside, students of Lee and the Civil War era will
enjoy reading Flood's well written narrative of Lee's final years.
Joseph G. Dawson III
Texas A&M University at Galveston
Fort Bliss: An I/Iu~rated History. By Leon C. Metz. (Mangan Books,
6245 Snowheights Court, EI Paso, Texas 79912), 1981. Photographs, drawings, maps, appendix, index. p. 180. $34.95.
This publication is a pictorial history of an important military
installation that was established in the mid-nineteenth century at EI
Paso. Sixteen chapters present the historical evolution of Fort Bliss
from a remotely located frontier garrison to a contemporary training
institution for modem weapons. Each chapter has a similar format or
pattern including a written narrative and numerous photographs; however, some chapters also contain drawings and maps that guide the
reader through the various stages of Fort Bliss' development.
The introductory chapters express the Spanish-Mexican heritage
of the Pass of the North and the advent of Anglo American control
after the war between the United States and Mexico. In 1849, the
United States established a military post north of the new international
boundary across the Rio Grande from Paso del Norte (Juarez), Mexico.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

67

Major Jefferson Van Horne named the installation "The Post Opposite
EI Paso," which was located on leased land on what is today a part of
downtown EI Paso, Texas. Two· years later the post was abandoned,
and it was not until 1854 that a military fort was once again founded
at EI Paso. This garrison was named Fort Bliss in honor of Colonel
William Wallace Smith Bliss, who had served with valor in the army
during and after the Mexican War.
Between 1849 and 1880 the geographic location of this military
fort changed five times. During these years the purpose of the garrison
was to provide security against the raiding parties of Comanches and
Apaches. In addition, the troops at Fort Bliss defended the international
boundary and protected local residents or travelers who might be using
the various desert trails or roads that converged from all points of the
compass at the Pass of the North. For a brief period Fort Bliss also
served to house Confederate troops and then Union soldiers. The photographs from the collection of Millard McKinney supply vivid pictures
to aid the reader in following the narrative of these early years. By the
late 1880s it appeared EI Paso would lose Fort Bliss, but community
minded citizens rallied to convince military authorities the fort could
be relocated and remain a valuable asset. In 1893, the first buildings
had been completed on what was to become the lasting location of the
garrison on Lanoria Mesa, which at that time was a few miles northeast
of El Paso. From these some twelve hundred acres, Fort Bliss had
expanded to include more than one million acres by mid-twentieth
century.
Fort Bliss attracted national attention after 1910 and the outbreak
of the Mexican Revolution. One is treated to a barrage of photographs
respecting this era. Some readers will relish the abundance of these
unique photographs devoted to the troubles with Mexico and the World
War I period. In treating the role of Fort Bliss since World War I, the
main themes include the various commands that have served at the fort
and the army's transitions from the cavalry to armored units and then
to antiaircraft by World War II. Interwoven are chapters devoted ·to
the Border Air Patrol, Biggs Field, William Beaumont Medical Center
and a concluding glimpse of the modern role of Fort Bliss for the past
generation as the United States Army Air Defense Center.
Much credit for the excel1ent appearance of this publication should
be given to Frank Mangan who designed the book. The arrangement
of photographs, maps and drawings is not a collage of undefined meaning. The format has been cautiously and carefully arranged for maximum appeal. One cannot avoid admiring the photographs of Millard
McKinney and the drawings of Jose Cisneros, Frederick Carter, Tom
Lea and Antonio Castro.
J. Morgan Broaddus
University of Texas at EI Paso
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The Matador Land and Cattle Company. By W. M. Pearce. (University
of Oklahoma Press, Norman, OK 73019), 1982. Appendices,
bibliography, index. p. 244. $19.95.

Early histories of the cattle industry romanticized the role played
by cowboys, rustlers, Indians, and cattle barons. Rare indeed was the
book that ignored the round-up, cattle drive, stampede, devastation
wrought by blizzards and droughts, or range wars between cattlemen
and sheepmen. Writers depended heavily upon secondary sources and
reminiscences by old-time cowboys and ranchers for materials. While
generally interesting reading, the resulting narratives had a sameness
about them. Moreover, they did not always conform to reality in that
the men generally were depicted as rugged individuals who invariably
possessed an abundance of wisdom, foresight, and honesty and who
closed million dollar deals with only a handshake.
Modern ranch histories, particularly those relating to specific cattle
companies, emphasize economic aspects over social ones and rely more

on written records. They are apt to be realistic, statistical, and heavily
documented and scholarly. They also tend to make dull reading for all
but the ranching enthusiast. The present volume, originally published
in 1964, is no exception, even though it is well written, thoroughly
researched, and based almost exclusively upon primary sources. In
addition, it provides an important link in the chain of serious histories
of cattle empires such as the King and Taft ranches of South Texas and
the once fabulous XIT in the Texas Panhandle.
By 1880 enormous profits were being made in the range cattle
industry, a development which did not go unnoticed by practical British
investors. The Scots, a people noted for their conservative business
habits, particularly invested heavily if not recklessly in cattle ranches
in the American West. Their most successful operation was the acquisition in 1882 of the million and a half acres of ranch lands and several
thousand head of cattle in West Texas. A group of Dundee businessmen
owned controlling stock in what became the Matador Land and Cattle
Company and they turned local management over to Mudro Mackenzie,
destined to become one of the most dominant figures in the development
of the American cattle industry. At one time Matador cattle ranged
over much of the Texas Panhandle and parts of New Mexico, Oklahoma,
Nebraska, Wyoming, South Dakota, and Canada.
Unlike most of the ranching empires owned by foreign investors,
the Matador survived periodic droughts, blizzards, and price fluctuations
until the middle of the 20th century. "That it persisted was due to four
features: 'a knowledge of good land, a reliance upon the best-bred cattle,
an ample source of reserves, and a sound tradition of business management.'" (p. 224). By 1951, the property was valued at $19,000,000.
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In that year the corporation followed the earlier example of the XIT
and began selling off manageable units to ranchers and farmers.
Undoubtedly, the desire for profit outweighed the pride of ownership
of one of the most valuable pieces of Texas real estate ever liquidated.
W. Eugene Hollon
Santa Fe, New Mexico
A History of Kilgore College, 1935-1981. By Doris Bolt and Bonnie
Durning. (Kilgore College Press, 1100 Broadway, Kilgore, Texas
75662), 1981. Bibliography, illustrations. p. 223.
A History of Kilgore College is that and much more. The authors,
who are graduates of Kilgore College as well as teachers there, have
told the story of the establishment of the city of Kilgore and of Kilgore
College. They are obviously proud of their college and the accomplishments of its students, faculty, and administration.
In 1935 W. L. Dodson, superintendent of the Kilgore Independent
School District, convinced the school board of the need for a junior
college in Kilgore. Enrollment and expenses were high at distant universities, which made it increasingly difficult for middle income families to
send their sons and daughters to college. A junior college in Kilgore
would make it possible for students to live at home, work, and attend
school. "The East Texas oil boom created a proper climate for the
formation of a junior college. There was a need, the resources to fill
that need, and advanced thinkers to orchestrate the program." (30)
So Kilgore College began classes on September 13, 1935. Continuing effort has been made through the years to make Kilgore College
the best junior college in the country. The faculty and administration
constantly work to upgrade the educational opportunities and physical
facilities for their students. The authors convey a feeling that at Kilgore
College students are important people.
The book includes many photographs. Members of the 1935 faculty
are featured. Oilfield scenes remind the viewer of the importance of the
discovery of oil in East Texas. Photographs illustrate the addition of
new buildings to the campus.
No discussion of Kilgore College would be complete without
mentioning the Rangerettes. This group was organized in 1940 and has
become a successful public relations agent for the school.
Well-known graduates of the college include Van Cliburn, a world
famous pianist, for whom the auditorium in the Applied Arts Building
was named. Alice Lon was a member of the Rangereltes and was the
original Champagne Lady on the Lawrence Welk Show on television.
A 1940 graduate was Myrick Land, an author, who later won the
Pulitzer Prize for journalism while a student at Columbia University.
He wrote for This Week, The New York Times Magazine, Cosmopoli-
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tan, and Look. (76) Harding Lawrence became chairman of the board
of Braniff International.
Throughout the book the authors have paralleled the growth of
Kilgore College with happenings around the world. As the college began
in 1935, Hitler announced the build up of the German army. December
7, 1941, was a severely cold day in Leningrad. When the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor, Hitler thought he would win the war. Tremendous change, in the economy are shown by the prices given for building"
food, and clothing in the early years of the college.
An extensive bibliography and numerous appendices will be of
interest to the reader who desire, additional information.
Donna Heeney
Nacogdoches, Texas

Cowboy Life on the Texas Plains: The Photographs of Ray Rector.
Edited by Margaret Rector. (Texas A&M Press, Drawer C, College Station, TX 77843), 1982. Photographs. p. 119. $19.95.
Thirty years ago the University of Texas Press brought out a
,pendid volume of photograph, by Erwin E. Smith, Life On the Texas
Range, edited and interpreted by J. Evetts Haley. Now the Texas A&M
Press has issued a strikingly similar volume that immediately invite,
comparison with the Smith-Haley classic. Edited by Margaret Rector,
it embraces eighty-nine photographs by her father, Ray Rector, and a
long introductory essay by John Graves. Like Erwin Smith, Ray Rector
was born in Texas in the 1880s and experienced ranch life as a young
cowboy. Both had an artistic bent as well as the sensitivity to recognize
the need to record with their primitive Kodaks a pha,e of American
life that wa, in danger of extinction. Both succeeded admirably, but
wherea, Smith's work ha, long been recognized and acclaimed, Rector's
work has been little known beyond Stamford, Texa" where he operated
a photography studio from 1903 until his death in 1933. Smith was a
greater artist than Rector and had a keener eye for composition, but
Rector's pictures are just as valuable for the historian as Smith's, and
his scenes of Stamford and its annual Texas Cowboy Reunion, which
he founded, contribute an extra dimension.
John Graves' introduction is a highly artistic and perceptive essay
on the twentieth century cowboy and the mystique that hovers over him.
Although Graves has a tendency to use a hundred words where ten
would suffice, his essay is both elegant and pithy, and his evaluation of
the cowboy is one of the sanest in print. One more volume on the cowboy might seem superfluous, but this one is not.
Edward Hake Phillips
Austin College
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Texas Graveyards. By Terry Jordan. (University of Texas Press, P.O.

Box 7819, Austin, TX 78712), 1982. Notes, bibliography, index,
maps. p. 147. $19.95.
Terry Jordan's Texas Graveyards: A Cultural Legacy is a useful,
but disappointingly unambitious study of the material aspects of death
in rural Texas during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Using
evidence such as graveyard plans, grave markers and structures erected
in graveyards, Jordan examines the ritual of death as lived by members
of the Southern Anglo and Black cultures, the German culture and the
Mexican culture in Texas. In addition, he provides the reader with a
brief discussion of the literature of death studies and with a plea for
additional efforts to preserve the surviving rural graveyards of Texas.
The most valuable part of the discussion is Jordan's analysis of the
interwoven Anglo and Black traditions. Recognizing that the two cultures borrowed heavily from one another to create a ritual of death,
Jordan makes sense out of the scraped burial plot, ornamented grave
mounds, the iconography of markers and the orientation of graves. The
first two are derived from the Black traditions while the second are
derived from Anglo experience. While tracing these patterns back
across the South, Jordan does not fully explore how the two different
traditions came together. Other sources suggest that the melding did
not occur until the mid-to-Iate eighteenth century, but it would have
been valuable to have Jordan discuss the question in more detail.
The German and Mexican traditions are also explored, although
with less detail. Both are markedly different from that of the AngloBlack culture. The Mexican burial ground is a landmark of color with
few words, in the manner of those cultures which were the source of
the Spanish Latin American culture. Like the Hispanic graveyards and
unlike the Anglo-Black burial grounds, a majority of the Germanic
graveyards are in sanctified ground. Most important, the Germans, who
did have elaborate inscriptions on their tombstones, maintained the
European heritage that had come with them, despite some early examples of conversion to the Anglo-Black pattern of burial. Jordan
points out that, for both the Hispanics and the Teutonics, the graveyard
remained truer to the original culture than any other aspect of life.
Despite the value of the individual essays, the analytical value of
the work is limited. The author's methodological statement ignores the
elaborate studies by historians working in the A nnales tradition, such as
Phillipe Aries, Michel Vouvelle, A. G. Dickens and David Stannard.
These scholars have used the material evidence of death, as well as a
variety of other sources, in both a statistical and a narrative framework,
to explore the structure of individual societies. Issues such as acculturation, which are hinted at in brief references, might be more fully explored
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by an author using these techniques. The point of view of the traditional
cultural geographer, as descrihed by Jordan in his introduction, appears
to lack the sophistication that the subject of the meaning of death in
society requires. One can only hope that this study is the first step in
a more thorough-going analysis of the meaning of death in the history
of Texas. Yet, despite these problems, the book is a valuable, wellwritten resource that provides us with new insights into the history of
Texas.
Patrick H. Butler III
Harris County Heritage Society

Women in Texas: Their Lives, Their Experiences, Their Accomplishments. By Ann Fears Crawford and Crystal Sasse Ragsdale. (Eakin
Press, P.O. Drawer AG, Burnet, TX 78611), 1982. Photographs,
index, bibliography. p. 394. $16.95.
The chief value of Crawford and Ragsdale's Women in Texas lies
in its comprehensive time-frame and the wide variety of experiences it
covers. Each of its thirty nineteenth and twentieth century biographies
is complemented with a bibliography and at least one photograph.
Since Anglo-Texans have been in power since the 1830s, it is not
surprising to find that theirs is the predominant ethnic group chronicled
in the book; yet, Spanish and German cultures are also represented.
However, no account of the experiences of native Americans in Texas
is given, and U. S. Senator Barbara Jordan is the volume's sale black
Texas woman.

Women in Texas, funded in part by the American Association of
University Women, is the result of ten years' research. It is a volume
rich in anecdotal and other detailed material. Chapter titles indicate
the active careers of Texas women, from "Mother of Texas" Jane Wilkinson Long to "First Lady" Lady Bird Johnson. Elisabet Ney was a
"Sculptress of Statesmen;" Irma Rangel, "First Chicana Legislator."
Adina De Zavala's crusades to preserve historic sites earned her the
title "Preserver of the Texas Heritage," but Clara Driscoll became the
"Saviour of the Alamo." There is a "Foster Mother to a Community"
(Ervendberg), a "Lady Ambassador for Texas" (Holley), "Texas's Foremost Woman Educator" (Blanton), "The Little Lady on the Big Bench"
(Hughes), and "The Texas Babe" (Zaharias), to say nothing of the
book's accounts of influential wives and successful cattle queen
businesswomen.
With a style marked by clarity and readability, each chapter summarizes the life of a remarkable Texas individual. While controversies
are not omitted, the tone is generally laudatory. The volume should
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reach a wide general audience from public school readers to feminists,
and should serve as a resource for serions research.
Ouida Whitaker Dean
Nacogdoches, Texas
The Irish Texans. By John Brendan Flannery. (Institute of Texan Cultures, P.O. Box 1226, San Antonio, TX 78294), 1980. Sources,
photographic credits, index, photos and illustrations. p. 173. $7.95
softbound; $10.95 hardbound.

The Irish made ideal Texans. Accustomed to hard work, they
adjusted to the toil and dangers of the new land. A love of freedom
and in-bred resistance to the British prepared them for their first great
test, the Texas Revolution.
From Ireland they brought Old World fears and restraints but saw
these dissolve in a frontier environment where the Irish were needed
and accepted. As Professor Flannery points out, the Irish often fell
iuto a "ghetto complex" in the Eastern United States. But the fluid,
developing society of Texas absorbed and shaped them, eveu to the
danger point of losing their Irish heritage. In the late nineteenth century
and again since the 1960s, Irish Texans have pursued organized efforts
to preserve elements of their distinctive culture.

In this book, one of a series dealing with the many kinds of people
who have contributed to the heritage of Texas, the author describes in
detail the two Irish-founded colonies - San Patricio and Refugiotracing many descendants to the present. Irish also came to other Texas
colouies and later settlements.
Irish achievements are chronicled in diverse fields such as business,
ranching, war, railroad building, and education. Even some of the "bad
men" were Irish.

Interesting vignettes portray notable Irish Texans; among them the
irrepressible Father Miguel Muldoou, the saintly Mother Margaret Mary
Healey-Murphy, and the intrepid Dick Dowling of Sabine Pass fame.
One among many strong features of this work is that it conveys
the soul and flavor of the Irish experience in Texas. Contributions of
the Irish to the history of Texas are interestingly presented by the

author, who has obvious love of the subject.
At times the story is overly episodic and chonologically confusing.
The bibliography might have included more supporting sources.
Basically, though, this is a readable, admirably illustrated, and factfilled volume that leaves a pleasing impression.

William W. White
Texas Lutheran College
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Nineteenth Century Church of Texas. By Lavonia Jenkins Barnes.
(Historic Waco Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 3222, Waco, TX
76707), 1982. Photographs. p. 199. $19.95.
The brief stories and informative photographs found in this volume
are character studies of fifty-two central and East Texas churches
selected by Mrs. Barnes.
The reader is treated to a brief narrative sketching a history of
each congregation and the architecture they chose to house their occasions of worship. Then follows, in most cases, one exterior and one
interior black and white photograph of the building.
Photographer Cecil Crow's shots tell stories as effectively as
Lavonia Barnes' prose. The viewer feels the gulf breeze in the palms
bordering Trinity Episcopal Church in Galveston. The homey neighborhood settings of Salado Methodist Church and Christ Episcopal of San
Augustine invite the pilgrim inside while elegant, stately Grace Episcopal
of Georgetown inspires the soul. Assurance of the eternal verities
emanates from San Antonio's SI. Mark's Episcopal Church.
Contrasts abound. One turns from the dignity of the bell tower
at SI. Andrew's Episcopal Church in Seguin to the simple bell scaJfolding
and the modesty of the Old North Church frame building at Nacogdoches. Truth in wood and stone is beautifully varied. Small Ebenezer
Baptist Church of LaGrange displays a dramatic mural of Bethlehem.
The Catholic churches ornately proclaim their traditions.
By word and picture the reader learns of migrant resettlings, fires,
and the department store which surrounds San Antonio's SI. Joseph's
Roman Catholic Church-sometimes known as "SI. Joskes."
For the art, the architectural significance, the history, the East
Texas flavor-any or all of these are reason enough to own the book.
Jerry M. Self
Nashville, Tennessee

Stagecoach Inns of Texas. By Kathryn Turner Carter. (Tenan Press,
P.O. Box 1684, Waco, TX 76703), 1982. Photographs, notes,
sources, index. p. 230. $17.50.
Perhaps one of the best written accounts of travel and innkeeper
hospitality in early Texas was described by Frederick Law Olmstead
in "A Journey through Texas; Or a Saddle-Trip on the Southwestern
Frontier" (New York, 1860).
While rumbling across the Lone Star State, Olmstead was treated
to everything from East Texas hospitality to gracious dining at a New
Braunfels hotel. There was luxurious bedding to a simple blanket and a
straw mattress. Brightly polished window glass to an open, drafty leanto in the Piney Woods wilderness.
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Kathryn Turner Carter, however, explores the better tourist
accommodations, some of which are still standing and serving the
traveling public.
Among them are sites well known to East Texans. It is a delight
to see them again. Of particular interest are the Capitol and Henderson
Stagecoach Inn (Marshall); Jefferson's Excelsior House; the Rice Stagecoach Inn near Crockett; the Halfway House (Chireno); the Craig
House at Beckville (Panola County) and the Hatchett Inn at Rusk
(Cherokee County).
Carter, a fifth generation Texan, has painstakingly researched her
material and added a number of rare photographs to her manuscript.
Her bibliography is adequate for her subject matter.
Unfortunately, the book is a second printing and as is almost always
the case, it is re-printed without an update on the status of the structures.
If any have succumbed to the workman's crowbar, the reader will not
be aware of this fate. Or, if such a structure has been recently salvaged,
this too would be a refreshing addition to the otherwise complete study.
Even with a wide variety of motels and hotels to choose from,
today's traveler could benefit by reading Ms. Carter's work. Undoubtedly, one day a companion book will join this one on Galveston's Hotel
Galvez, Houston's Rice Hotel and the community-spawned Fredonia in
Nacogdoches.
Her book offers an insight to accommodations, architecture, furnishings and even gourmet delights. It is both useful and interesting.
Maury Darst
Galveston College
Texas Was His Land: Willis Day Twichell, Pioneer Surveyor. By Fred
M. Truett. (Eakin Press, P.O. Box AG, Burnet, TX 78611),1982.
Bibliography, index, photographs. p. I42-vii.
Born in Hastings, Minnesota, on March 24, 1864, Willis Day
Twichell packed a full and rich life into the slightly more than 95 years
given him on this earth before he died in 1959. A farmer's son, Twichell
early on decided that education was the way for him to loose the bonds
of the granger and thus went to Lebanon National Norman University
and graduated a civil engineer. Setting up his office in Springfield, Ohio,
Twichell received a commission to do survey and platting work in West
Texas and, in 1885, came to Texas, nevermore to leave the Lone Star
State.
This book, Texas Was His Land, published by the Eakin Press of
Austin, Texas, carries Twichell from the cradle to the grave, taking him
through the various surveys of the XIT ranch, the rest of the Panhandle
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of Texas, platting of towns (such as Tascosa), the setting up in Austin
as a "cadastral" engineer, marrying and raising a family, then the
Depression of the 1930s, retrenchment, evercoming adversities, and
finally retirement, both partial and (still practically) total, and death.
While a welcome addition to the books of "no gun" men in Texas,
the proofreading (or lack of same) in this book really detracts from its
effectiveness. For instance, the statement "... two score years, 1850
to 1870 ...," on p. 35, is queer, to say the least, and having Twichell
work with O. Henry in the Land Office in Austin in 1900 (p. 60) is
ludicrous at best, and who ever heard of a ranch being enclosed by a
"four-inch wire fence" (p. 70) anyway, in addition to calling Andy
Adams' book The Log Of A Country in the footnote on p. 76. The
book would be better off without these errors, certainly.
In all, though, Fred M. Truett has done a credible job writing
about his father-in-law, who certainly helped in the rigorous job of
settling West Texas, and Texas Was His Land: Willis Day Twichell,
Pioneer Surveyor, is a welcome addition to any Texan's library.
H. C. Arbuckle, III
Corpus Christi, Texas
Buck Schiwetz: The Man and His Art. By Jackie L. Pruett and Everett
B. Cole. (Eakin Press, P,O. Box AG, Burnet, TX 78611), 1982.
Photographs, drawings. p. 110.
Taking Jackie Pruett's and Everett Cole's book on Buck Schiwetz
in hand, my first inclination was, to paraphrase J. Frank Dobie on the
cowboy, not another book on Buck Schiwetz-and probably not as good
as the others either. As I thumbed through this rather poorly design
and printed book, however, Buck Schiwetz's story came alive for me
as it never has before.
Pruett and Cole are long-time admirers of Schiwetz and his work,
and it is evident in the text of this book. Based on long interviews with
Schiwetz, they tell his story, from his early difficulties at Texas A&M
before he decided that he was not cut out to be an engineer; his discovery
and documentation of Texas for Humble; and his later career as one
of the best known and most loved artists in Texas. The story unfolds
easily as Cole and Pruett tie together the fluent reminiscences of the
artist.
Unfortunately, the book is better read than looked at, for the
publisher did not serve the authors or the artist well in the design and
printing of the book. The few color plates are spaced throughout the
book, with little regard to the text. The black and white printing is
reduced to an almost monotone gray and some of the pictures even
appear to be out of focus.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

77

I guess this book is something of a switch for the usual picture
book-good to read but hard, especially if you know and love Schiwetz's
work, to look at.
Ron Tyler
Amon Carter Museum of Western Art
Black Leaders: Texans For Their Times. Edited by Alwyn Barr and
Robert A. Calvert. (Texas State Historical Assn., 2/306 Richardson Hall, Austin, TX 78712), 1981. Index, photographs. p.237.
$11.90, hardback; $6.95, paper.

The distorted or limited treatment of black Texans in many books
on Texas has caused some teachers and scholars, especially in East
Texas where blacks are the major minority group, to seek supplements
for the standard texts. Previous studies were too encyclopedic (Alwyn
Barr's Black Texans), too uncritical (Effie Kay Adams' Tall Black
Texans), or too short and fragmentary (The Institute of Texas Cultures'
publications).
Persons wishing one book to survey all significant black Texans
will be disappointed with Black Leaders. The editors, Alwyn Barr and
Robert A. Calvert, omit persons who lived most of their lives or made
most of their contributions outside Texas or who are already the subject
of published studies (except when one of the authors presents new findings). Scholars, teachers, and students who are already familiar with
the existing literature or who want a scholarly, well written, interesting
book as a beginning point for further study will welcome Black Leaders,
the best supplementary book on Black Texans yet published.
Black Leaders is a collection of interpretive, biographical essays
on eight black Texans, including a slave (not Estevanico), businessmen,
a politician, a fraternal leader, educators, a civil rights plaintiff, and an
artist. The essays cover the time frame of the 1860s to the present.
The editors' introductions set each person into his/her historical context
and suggest related readings for further study.

The essays vary widely in quality and scope. The studies of
Matthew Gaines and William Goyens are models of extensive scholarship and clear, creative writing. The essay on Heman Marion Sweatt
is a detailed description of the tactics and strategies of litigation for
civil rights in education in Texas as well as a sympathetic, but not uncritical, treatment of Sweatt's role in these activities. The adequate
biographies of William M. McDonald and John Biggers fulfill the book's
aim of presenting men who were outstanding in their fields or representative of their eras, but the study of the urban, rebellious slave, Dave,
does neither. The essay on W. R. Banks is solid scholarship, but has
stylistic weaknesses, especially the author's ambivalence about whether
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to engage in scholarly criticism of Banks' shortcomings or personal
appreciation of the many pressures on him. Unfortunately, the essay
on the only woman, Mary Branch, is more euolgistic than analytical.
The title, Black Leaders, needlessly creates the conceptual problem
of defining black leadership. The book presents little evidence that these
persons exercised leadership outside their occupational or geographic
setting, if there in the slave's case. This terminology's ambiguity could
have been avoided by referring to the men and woman as outstanding
or notable.
Despite these limitations, Black Leaders is an important contribution to scholarship on Texas history as well as the best supplement on
Black Texans. It should be in every library of Texas history.
Robert G. Sherer
Wiley College

The Afro-American Periodical Press, 1838-1909. By Penelope L. Bullock. (Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, LA 70803),
1981. Photographs, appendices, index. p.330. $25.00.
In The Afro-American Periodical Press, 1838-1909, Penelope
Bullock presents biographies of the editors, publication histories, and
content analyses of ninety-seven periodicals published or edited by black
authors from The Mirror of Liberty in 1838 down to the first modern
black periodical, The Crisis, in 1910. Appendices give publication and
finding data by title, first issue's date, and state in which each was
published.
Bullock describes these periodicals in the context of social and
political developments in the United States. She found that periodicals
began during periods of intense racial injustice-1838-1848, 1854-1863,
and 1880-1910-when black Americans needed publications to voice
their protests and to express their creativity. Limited financial support
made most of these periodicals short-lived. None published before the
Civil War survived the war, although some begun after 1880 are still
published.
Within its defined limits, the book is a well researched, basic reference work. Every library with a black studies or journalism collection
should have a copy.
Despite the book's substantial reference value, it has serious limitations for historians, even those in black studies. Lengthy descriptions
of individual periodicals at the end of each chapter destroy the narrative
flow. Bullock describes better than she analyzes. She frequently asserts
that a periodical was significant, but seldom shows its influence on other
periodicals or black or white readers.
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Bullock's organizational structure also limits the book's value. Her
rationale for stopping in 1909, The Crisis's beginning in 1910, seems
inadequate and artificial. Her definition of "periodical" is questionable.
Authors such as Martin E. Dann in The Black Press, 1827·1890 list as
newspapers some of the publications Bullock includes as periodicals. On
the other hand, Bullock chooses to omit periodicals not published
monthly, religious periodicals below the national level, and
publications issued by fraternal and beneficial societies, news·
letters and student publications from educational institutions,
magazines for children and young people, Sunday School literature, and church missionary journals. (p. 2)
Serious students of black writing will find the book useful within
these narrow boundaries. Historians of East Texas will look elsewhere.
The only East Texas periodical described is the Palestine Colored
American Journal, published 1882-1883, of which only the January,
1883 issue has survived.
Robert G. Sherer
Wiley College
Dictionary Of Mexican American History. By Matt S. Meier and
Feliciano Rivera. (Greenwood Press, 88 Post Road West, Westport, Conn. 06881), 1981. Preface, acknowledgment, list of contributors, appendices, index. p. xiii - 498. Cloth, $35.00.
In the late seventies, Matt S. Meier and Feliciano Rivera
endeavored to compile a functional dictionary on Mexican American
history for broad·based audiences, ranging from secondary school and
university srudents to librarians and professional researchers. In a single
volume the editors incorporated numerous subjects, in some cases with
information unavailable heretofore in conventional sources. For most
entries they supplemented the material with bibliographic references for
further reading.
Using the term history in a panoramic sweep, Meier and Rivera
expanded the scope of entries to include high-profile personalities of
Mexico and the Borderlands, current events phenomena of the Chicano
movement (Brown Berets, Raza Unida, urbanism,Viva Kennedy Clubs),
and popular as well as little known acronyms (LULAC, MALDEF,
MAPA, and MAYO). The chronology, therefore, spans from 1519,
with the conquest of Mexico, to 1980, with the inauguration of the
Decade of the Hispanic.
As in any scholarly enterprise of impressive magnitude, Dictionary
of Mexican American History will be criticized more for its omissions
than its inclusions. Of the 19th century historical personalities ("culture
heroes or villains," as the editors indicate), New Mexico received the
majority of entries (35%), with Texas, California, and Arizona in
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descending order. In sharp contrast, for the 20th century they devoted
more space to contemporary Mexican American Californians (33 %),
with the Lone Star State and the Land of Enchantment vying for second
and third positions of prominence, followed by Arizona and Colorado.
For instance, notwithstanding the meritorius achievements of J uMn
Nava, Julien Samora, and Tomas Rivera, two of whom are educational

administrators in California, the nagging question is why the editors
selected only these three scholars as models of neo-culture heroes?
Assuredly, the editors encountered difficult situations involving hard
choices concerning which items to accommodate or omit, compounded,
no doubt, by fluctuating levels of cooperation on the part of contributors
vis-a-vis printing deadlines.
Reinforcing the informational value of the contents, Meier and
Rivera included several appendices to assist scholars in understanding
and appreciating highlights of Mexican American history. Quite useful
is the bilingual text of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Protocol
of Queretaro. For the unitiated researcher, the glossary of Chicano
terms and the checklist of Mexican American journals are helpful and
instructive. Social scientists, particularly those committed to the doctrine
of quantitative statistics, will applaud the tables of census, education,
employment, and immigration. Finally, the maps, depicting the evolution of Southwestern states and demographic patterns, complement the
total effort.
Using current Members of Congress as a yardstick for comparison,
the Dictionary is definitely weighted in favor of Pacific coast legislators.
Whereas the editors allocated to Eligio de la Garza and Henry B.
Gonzalez of Texas one-third and one-half pages, respectively, they
assigned nearly two pages to Edward R. Roybal of California. Since
all three Democratic Congressmen initially won election to the U. S.
House of Representatives in the early sixties (Gonzalez, 196 I; Roybal,
1962; De la Garza, 1964), they have earned seniority and status.
GonziiIez, for example, is a ranking member of the Committee on Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs; De la Garza is chairman of the Agriculture Committee, two prestigious assignments not reflected in the text for

their entries in the Dictionary. The uneven and unfair treatment of the
T ejanos' accomplishments conveys a distorted impression that California
Mexican Americans work harder than those in other states. This
flagrant imbalance is an obvious weakness of the volume.
Overall, Dictionary of Mexican American History is an excellent
contribution to the reference book category. In a period of national
financial stress, the prohibitive price of $35.00, in all probability, will
restrict sales to libraries and dedicated afidonados.

Felix D. Almaraz, Jr.
The University of Texas at San Antonio
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